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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall 
Re; Martin Luther King, Jr. 
100-106670 


might desire to consult with Assistant Attorney General 
Antonin Scalia. (It will be recalled that early in 1975, 
Assistant Director Mintz was present at a c<mference with 
Departmental officials, including Scalia and attorneys for 
the King family because of the family's desire to obtain the 
FBI's files on King). 


Shea aid he had no desire to hear the tapes which 
he frequently referred to as the "sex tapes" but wanted to have 
some idea of their contents. It was explained to him that wHLe 
the tapes' contents were primarily of personal activities,^they 
were not to the exclusion of other matters such as discussions 
of current events, civil rights issues and conversations 
between King and his advisors. 





inquired of Shea as to exactly what he 
wanted to know that he would use in his advice to the DAG. 

I Be stated that he would like to know whether or not the 
revelation of these tapes would be embarrassing to the King 
family and whether or not it would lead to an harassment or 
the family. He was told that such revelation would be 
embarrassing but that it was not clear what he meant by 
harassment. He then asked whether such revelation would likely 
result in the family being submitted to questions from the 
press that might be harassing to them. He was told th at such 
revelations would quite likely so result. Concluding, 
told him that if he desired any more information, it might oe 
best for visit his office. He responded that he did ) 

not anti<?5®?^By further needs in this matter. ^ 
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subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

PURPOSE: 


4 




Mr. Wdun 
Tet*. Room 
Mr. Bum _ 
Mr. Bmnm 
M r. Bomti 




To advise you of a New York Times article (copy 
attached) on 5/21/73 containing charge^ by retired Special Agent (SA) 
Arthur Murtagh that the Bureau in a" 11 get King* 1 movement used 
electronic surveillance material to undermine the support *th» 
late Martin Luther King, Jr., among his white backers. 

SYNOPSIS : j j ^ 

Arthur Leo Murtagh, age 51, a retir ed SA practicing law . 
in Constable, New York, is very critlcal of~the Bureau and is I A 
writing a book about his Bureau experiences. In an Interview V 




New York Times he made allegations that the electronic surveillance 

oT'thiT 1 flt*0 MftrHn Tll^Vl OT V1 no Tl* uaa narf a f a **«»a+* 

— - • • ••• ■ * AQ | WU • | V* %- V* U V. w A*AW ▼ 

meat in the FBI triggered by a hatred of King by the late Director 
Hoover. Murtagh was assigned to the security squad in Atlanta which 
handled the King case but he was working on other assignments during 
the time of the electronic surveillance of King. He was known in 
Atlanta to be very critical of the disciplinary policies of 
Mr. Hoover and of the Bureau's weight program. We are checking out 
those allegations which can be checked but our files show that the 


fltirvoi 11 nnro of no uno 4nof *1 


owl u*o a 

CM M ftau 


VCU i -/J lupine4p 


Z9sd 


Attorney General (AG) Robert Kennedy. 

REG" 87 ,■■//, / y ) 

DETAILS : / L-.; !< ' > / v 

In addition to The New York Times article there are attached 
copies of six Bureau documents showing the justification for and the 
extent 6f our electronic coverage of King and the propriety of that 
coverage as evidenced by the fact that the coveragew^a approved by 
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Memorandum G* C. Moore to Mr* E* S. Miller 
RE; MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 


The Atlanta Office has no information to confirm that 
there was any attempt to assign Murtagh to the King phone tap 



Murtagh was bora 9/25/21, entered on duty as an SA on 
) 4/16/51 and voluntarily retired 9/25/71- He served In Atlanta ' 

I from 10/30/60 to his retirement date* He is reportedly practicing 
\ law in Constable, New York. 


Regarding Murtagh*s allegation that one of the top 
officials from Bureau headquarters in Washington, D* C«, had tried 
to persuade community leaders in Atlanta that they should not attend 
a banquet for King, Atlanta has Indicated that former Assistant to 
the Director William C* Sullivan was In Atlanta about 1965 to attend 


a conference and at that time Sullivan made an appointment with and 
talked to the late Ralph McGill, editor of ttyp^’Atlanta Constitution" 
but the substance of their convers ation is not know n* The appoint- - 
ment was reportedly arranged by SA g* i ?^ 

who accompanied Mr. Sullivan but did not remain/durin^'¥n» conver¬ 
sation* Mr* Sullivan at the time also attempted to arrange an 
appointment with the late Bishop Halllnan of Atlanta but this 

MAAinhnonf /H A n^f fnafav>4al4«A A.a fM a f Imfl tfo hflVt ffllllld 1)0 

w imw v* w»*4nu ^ ^ — —• — — —-- 
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Memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr. £. S. Miller 
KB: MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 

100-106670 


information in our files regarding the nature of the conversation 
between Mr. Sullivan and Mr. McGill. We are continuing our 
efforts to locate such information and you will be advised of 
the results of our search. 

On this subject the "Atlanta Constitution" on 5/22/73 
carried an article indicating that the Mayor of Atlanta at the 
j time and other city and state leaders were asked by the newspaper 
1 if the FBI had tried to interfere in anyway with the banquet for 
King and all denied any knowledge of such an attempt. 

Atlanta can find no record of anyone connected with 
\ the Bureau contacting Eugene Patterson, also an editor of the 
j "Atlanta Constitution," regarding King's plans to meet a woman 
\ at an airport in Florida as stated in the attached article. 


In an effort to further pin down the allegation that 
McGill and Patterson were contacted we are conducting a file 
review which will be very lengthy to determine if there is any 
record of such contacts and to determine the details thereof. 

The results of this review will be furnished later. MUrtagh's 
charges that Intimate details of King's personal life were 
furnished to newsmen who were urged to write articles disclosing 
them cannot be substantiated in Bureau files. One article by 
Jack Anderson on 8/24/69 did refer to details of King's personal 
misconduct and quoted from a Bureau document but our files 
Indicate that this information was not provided to Anderson or 
anyone else except The White House which requested the interview 
that developed the information. 


I As Indicated in the attached article, Murtagh is in 

the process of writing a book and is apparently using The 
New York Times article to air sensationalism which will help sell 
his book. Except for the allegations regarding McGill and the 
statement by Patterson there Is little in the article which can 
.|& be checked out. Murtagh is quoted as qualifying many of his 
statements with such statements as "in an apparent effort to 
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Memorandum G, C. Moore to Mr, E, S, Miller 
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100-106670 


«tlti4a«im4 ha tT^noll • 
UliUCiUllllC (\XU^ , 


HxUa a! An M« ■ na4 fl 4 >a Uatfn • 

luc ^cLouaaiuu was aaiu lu nave luv.xuucu , 


said that he could offer no proof but that he believed completely 11 
and "from all the things I saw It appeared to me," Perhaps his 
book when published will contain more Information on the bases 

f O/MVIA U4 0 a1 1 AAA#* 4 AM A 

ava ovuic ui uxo axxegatxuiio• 

Until such time that such Information is forthcoming 
and can be checked out we must go by the record which shows that 

A AM^ M A Mlf 4 A Ml A aW t A AAM 4 AaX« «MA A xls aX xls A a1 AaXmaM 4 A Mi 1 1 MMA A 

WUU4QX/ UW il^L tO^U O UU11J CULU1 CO UlAt U1C CiCL LL U11XW ^Ui. VClliOULC 

on King was triggered by Mr, Hoover's hatred of King y the 
electronic coverage of King was justified and was approved by* the 
AG at the time. 

The attached article has been referred to Inspector 
John A, Mlntz for an opinion as to any Federal violation here, 

A preliminary opinion by Inspector Mlntz is that there appears * 

A Ka M A U a/ 4 tfl a! A 4* 4 AM AM XW A MM mX a 4P VL *-mX a aU 

ipW w uw x cuciax viuiativii un luc ^aiL ux uux Lti^Ut 


ACTION: 


For Information, Tou will be kept advised of any 


4 m 47 am ..«.4 am _J 
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ADDENDUM BY LEGALCOUNSEL, 5/23/73, JA|nmfd^ \V^ 

While the inf ormation reported in the "NY Times" article 
attributed to former SA Murtagh does not appear to constitute a violation 
of any Federal statute, It is very likely that his disclosure to the press 
violated the secrecy agreement which I understand he signed dated 
April 16, 1951. If it becomes necessary, it might be possible to request 
the Department to intereede in our behalf and apply for an injunction 
prohibiting Murtagh from furnishing additional information derived 
from FBI files. Such an injunction could be based on the agreement he 
slimed in 1951, 
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\F.b 1 Taps Called Plan 


f° D iscredit Dr. Ki^ 


. By WALLACE TURNER 

A former agent of the Fed¬ 
eral Bureau of Investigation 
•ays that in the ninieen-sixues 
tiie bureau used material gained 
fa an electronic surveillance of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in an apparent effort 
to undermine the late civil 
tights leader's support among 
his white backers. 

The former agent also said 
that many newspapermen were 
urged to write articles discios- 
*n* intimate details of Dr.| 
King's personal life—details to 
be supplied by the bureau after 
they were picked up in the 
telephone taps. Three taps on 
Dr. King were Mid to have 
bees much more widespread 
than had previously been re¬ 
ported. 

The former agent Arthur 
Murtagh, a 51-year*©W lawyer 
now practicing is Constable, 
NX, told The New York 
Times fa an interview that im¬ 
portant figures to the FBI 
even tried to persuade com- 
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Mr. Felt -- 

Mr. Baker- 

Mr. Callahan _ 
Mr. Cleveland . 

Mr. Conrad- 

Mr. Gebhardt — 
Mr. Jenkins — 
Mr. Marshall — 
Mr. Miller, E.S. 

Mr. Soyars- 

Mr. Thompson . 
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*• / Ti^i 

i * Vi 


Mr. Walters — 
Tele. Room _ 

Mr. Baise_ 

Mr. Barnes — 

* 3 p^ir. Bowers_ 

ry~* Mr. Herington 

rj* C°n*y — 

»'**> — ODk Fflrrllpv _ 



. ..’..VyV s* •- : d 

’'Wv ■ Aoi Vfc jirftn Jg 
h*u InUrwhontl 


v ._ CDk Eardley 

Hogan 

test 

all 

I®! 

\Ci ^ 


isnes IB mwrYKw u»«. im- Oahrf litfwwriwrt ( 

R ortan ^.fl ?,J f es m t! , V/?J- , The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. leaving J. Edgar 

. remit, iMdere taAtoiU that '! HW !^* , #f ?£,* l ? f t0 . nier ? iD S w,th * he FBX <lirtctor 
they should not attend a ban- 5 on Dec. I, 1964. Dr. Km- had requested the meeting 1 
quet that was held to honor Dr. during a bitter controversy between the two men. 

King after he won the Nobel —s— tr ^n~rc — t—z — rv:-v'.. T-, 

peace Prize in 1964. The persu-^ w Jf f! 1 ^h*r^es'?ihed brieflylMr t Murtagh aaid he retue<il 
nskm was Mid to have include r .? * iniL ?<h a fs-om the bureau on the first] 

!L^^ ft fak™atiSraW ‘Eh 5SS2S SSEK.^** ™ eligible. He w« 

.Muhammad Ali, then the world W ***** ° f 2 

* boxing champion.-‘ J* W**™*"* "*“* 

Z^'ZJ*** "* # attftnded *n4se brief glimpses made it **16 at fas home, 
the banquet clear t h a < ^ ^ instituted* .^ e $al< * ^ iat . ^ c ^ u _? ^ 

7 Tap Disclosed In lKt offer proof, but that he 

1 , , , . M.. ni . . * — 4 believed completely that 

Mr. Murtagh retired from the m October, 1963, and was con- Hoover , s bureau director, 

bureau in September, 1871, ai* tinned at least into 1965. There nought* the authority to tap 
ter 21 years of service, memo- were suggestions that tt lasted' Dr. King’s phones in order to 
? g TlS n Twi iluntn 1958 ' when Dr. King was get information to destroy the 

to ,r tPS&irsriSftssR 

view, with viriou, independent has never given nay Inform.- X_2‘‘{Sura to investigate, 
•ources. I ti ®n *houl the tap. ighe compleinta or Ncgrocs| 

The fact that Dr. Kingr* tele-) -Martin Luther King became again st whi te law Enfo rcement. 

^|th« No. 1 bureau intereat as .— > 7 -^= - - - ■■ - 

SSS^'Ism' vrtil. s«^)r “ the AtianU offic. w« incest mAlbany. 8 ETfiSt 

Robert F. Kenned, campaigned'concerned* Mr. Mlirtagh said. would not name 

for the Democratic Presidential The former agent was a mem- 18 Jnts^wh?toSnart^fa^Se 

* ttomination. ber of the ID-man group as- J**™* 

After Mr. Kennedy was mur* to the.security aquad :he i^SL H hlrf hL^iriil 


The wbahington Post 
Times Herald_ 


The Evening Star (WashingU 
The Sunday Star (Waahingtot 
Daily News (New York) .— 
Sunday News (New York) _ 

New York Post -- 

The New York Times —2-5 

The Daily World- 

The New Leader- 

The Wall Street Journal — 
The National Observer — 
People's World .— 


against white law enfoissuilOLL- 


officers in “"Albany, 2Z, from 
1961 to 1963. 

Mr. Murtagh would not name 
agents who took part fa the 
surveillance. He said that he 
believed they had been taking 


dared fa early June, 1968. hit I and it was this gnnip that '^^and thrt to^me *2 
a _— —ta <h*o tkm 1 w.,r. oruers, ana mat to name them 


former associates said that the conducted the electronic Bur¬ 
lap was installed when Mr. veillance of Dr. King, Mr. 
Kennedy, as Attorney General. Murtagh said. 


now would cause them un¬ 
deserved embarrassment He 


•cquiesoedta »963.toJ. tdprel Th*. former .«*«*. who SSI. 1 ? 


Hoover’s repeated demands for describes himself as one of 
authority to tap. Mr. Hoover a half-dozen liberals who sur- 
argued that. Dr. King had asso- vtved fa the bureau to reach 
dations with subversive groups retirement age. said he is now 
who sought to use (he avtl preparfo g his notes to write «; 

rights movement against the book oa his experienee*.-! 

best interests of the United* tVi 


the surveillance because he had 
told the supervisor in charge 
that be believed the tap was 

tt*** —-- 
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STtra- asked to-espi ai a tewp 
uch a refusal I 


be could enforce such 
to t highly disciplined organ¬ 
ization such as the F.B.L, Mr. 
Murtagh said that he had be¬ 
come known AS a Cfitic of 
some Activities, end that his 
work in the Atlanta office was 
valuable to the agents as¬ 
signed to direct the office. 

He was paymaster, and “con¬ 
trol," for a network of under¬ 
cover informers who were “in 
place* in black organizations 
that were growig in importance 
at that time. He said, for ex¬ 
ample, that he was able to 
learn almost anything he want 


tion of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, which 
Dr. King headed. 

Mr. Murtagh said he once 
challenged the agent who ran 
the surveillance to say whether 
there was justification for the 
dontention that Dr. King wgs 
involved with subversives—die 
justification for the telephone 
tan. He quoted the agent is 
Replying, “i would try t o tel l. 

qLhefs that there was, but. 1 
vouldn’t try to tell it to yot." 

, ‘ Mr. Murtagh also said that 
extent of the electronic 
Aurveiliance was never wiil 
understood outside limited cir¬ 
cles within the bureau. He said 
that it went on for at least 
three years, and that more than 
5,000 telephone conversations 
were monitored. 

previously published accounts 
of the telephone tap have in- 
that only three tele¬ 
phones were Involved—those in 
Dr. King's home, at the South- 
era Christian Leadership Con¬ 
ference offices in Atlanta, and 
at an office in New York that 
was used by the person that 
Mr. Hoover had argued was at 
subversive attempting to misuse) 
Dr. King. It was this contention 
that caused Robert Kennedy to 
approve the telephone tap. 

Mr. Murtagh said that tel©4 
plumes all over the United 
States were tapped, and that it 
[was not uncommon for the 
Atlanta bureau to discover that 
It had monitored a call, and that 
the other end of the call had 
"been monitored by a different 
Ustenin* 

“Tbe%urvehlance was mas¬ 
sive and complete, “ Mr. Murtagh 
paid. “He couldn't wiggle. They 

Sul U« “ 





ted him. 

Fad Into Washington 

Sources tat Washington eoft-| 
tinned the broad outlines of Mr. 
Murtagh'* description. These 
aourew confirmed that when 
Dr. King left Atlanta, the F.BX 
electronic surveillance wentl 
with him. and that his tele- 

flhoAM in KnteW tn r4 fj |> e 

were tapped, with reports of 
tofovmsuoo derived from these 
fed into Washington as 
- * ” * <!•»».■».- 


o 


n 


in another part of his inter* 
View, and again in « way that 
avoided the use °f hashes, Mr. 
Murtagh said that ***** Dr. 
King won the Nobel Peace 

K.:_Inir.tn mid* a well- 

nux, viio *#vuv«» - -- 

orchestrated attempt to under¬ 
mine the success erf the banquet 
that was held to Dr. King s 
honor to Atlanta. 

The former agent said that 
persons who understood his 
critical attitude toward the 
bureau’s activities in the civil 
rights field told him that an 
agent from the Atlanta office 
and one of the top officials 
from Washington headquarters 
had called on two religious 
leaders and on the late Ralph 
McGill, editor of the Atlanta 
Constitution, to attempt to per¬ 
suade them not to attend the 
banquet. 

Mr. Murtagh again would not 
name the agent or the head* 
(quarters official. But he said 
that the morning after the 
Washington man arrived at the 
Atlanta office, the agent said to 
Mr. Murtagh, "We’re going toj 
get him today. Hoover is goingl 
take care of King today.* 


r 


No Attack by Editor 

Mr. Murtagh said that the 
ljire.au had agents assigned to 
be the contact men for persons 
such as newspaper editors, and 
that the man he quoted had 
been the contact for Mr. McGill. 
This agent took the Washing 
ton roan to see Mr. McGill and 
the next day told Mr. Murtagh, 
"1 guess McGill will be taking 
cars of Kin * ** Tinf the 
made no attack on the dvfl 
rights leader. 

While the death of Mr. Mc¬ 
Gill and the refusal of Mr. 
Murtagh to name the agents 
made it impossible to corro¬ 
borate his story, an interview 
with Eugene Patterson, former 
editor of The Constitution, 
produced a recollection that 
parallels the story told by Mr. 
Murtagh. 

Mr. Patterson, now president 
and publisher of The SL Peters¬ 
burg (Fla.)) Times, said that 
in the spring of 19G4, he was 
called on by an F.BX agent,] 
whom he would not name. 

"You people have been giving 
vuppon to Martin Luther King - 
Mr. Patterson quoted the agent 
as saying. “Don't you owe it 
to your readers to toll them 
what kind of man be is? Our 
information is that while he 
postures as a great moral leader, 
lie is running^around with W 
men. Dont* you think your read¬ 
ers ought to know this?" 

“I told him we didn't nm a 
keyhole-peeking newspaper,* 
Mr. PatiATion remembered say¬ 
ing. “I told him that kind of 
thing had nothing to do with 
th^ crvil eights movemen t. "' "j 




I Mr. Patterson said the agent 
told him that Dr. King would 
meet a woman at an airport to 
Florida that weekend, and in¬ 
sisted that the Constitution 
send a reporter and photogra¬ 
pher to record the meeting. 

Mr. Patterson refused. Some 
days later, the agent returned 
and again insisted that “he 

• Mimanaf urniiM fU# mini the 
-—■ r ■ -— : 

news if we give it to you, 
Mr. Patterson said. 

A day or so later, according 
to Mr. Patterson, the agent 
called and said, "our inform* 
tion is that the meeting is off 
so it's a good thing you didn’t 
.send anybody down t here." 

In reflecting on the electronic 
[surveillance of Dr. King, Mr. 
[Murtagh said, "from all the 
things I saw. It appeared to me ; 
to be a ‘get King’ movement in 
the bureau. It was triggered by 
Hoover’s hatred of King as a 
result of King's criticism of the 
bureau back in '62 and ’63." 

He also said that he was 
somewhat ashamed as he re- 

._v___ J *1_4 *1* 

jlTieiTKWea uia L Utic oaiutuay 

night, when the King telephone 
tap had been in existence for 
years, be agreed to spend four 
or five hours manning the lis¬ 
tening post when another agent 
hid an emergency that took 
him off duty. 

“I don’t really know why I 
i{Teed to do it," he said. 


guess it is that you go along, 
'and watch it run end it gets sof 
you really believe this is tnoj 
mammoth and i s hi nr 

I could do." ~ t 


■’SM 


•<r •<. jT. 


> V*—.**; 








A 

V*r 

f 


C**'" 

CT V 

s’; n 

Memorandum 
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'united states govern; 


RouieW en^lop $s/' 


MR. BELMONT 


JUNK 


£ 


FROM 


iimiECr: 


C. A. Evan 

°e. ^ 




Slo 

Am ^ 
t'j 1 

w 
•4 




COMMUNIST INFLUENCE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


IN 


date: 7/16/63 

cc Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Evans 

_• \y ijt&tt*-. 

f^ci rw-v W_ W r* 

Exera;>t A-i CDS- Cate?-*"' 

Pale o* BcciV$siNcafcion_i J 



Gm+t 


The AG 


VjL 





o| / 


I 



| s iuu au ^iaj contacted at bis request late this 
{afternoon, '«e said that Clarence Benjamin Jones, 
\a NY attorney who has had close association with 
Martin Luther King, and with Stanley Levinson 

concealed communist), had been in to see Burke 
Marshall about the racial situation. According to 
f NJthe AG', Jones had indicated ho had some reserva- 
[ ions* about talking with Levinson on the phone. 


Marshall thought he might have been referring to a 
possible telephone tap, and passed it off by telling 

Y *"v m a r« ' 4 %■*»-. n ^ ^ m ^4 b •* m h a i I /' h a *t ^ 4- ^ m Tr a i « 

UVUCO VUJIO UciD OVM l^UilXU^4 JiL' UAVC UU W£UM7 


with Levinson♦ 


\ 


£asv/ 




; The purpose of the AG’s contact was that this 
brought to his attention the possibility of effect¬ 
ing technical coverage on both Jones and Martin 
Luther King. 1 t6ld the AG that I was not at all 
acquainted with Jones, but that, in. so far as King was 
concerned, it v/as obvious frov. the reports that he 
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it was, therefore, doubtful that a technical surveillance - •• 
on his office or home would be very productive. I also j C—■*■' 
treraised the question as to tbo repercussions if it \Km’ 

ML should ever become known that such a surveillance.Jia.d _ 

been put on King, RcO- 9 //j/i ~ 


<*o 


I 


ik 


• - * • r*V 3 

-The AG said this did .not concern him at all; 
that in view of the possible communist influence itu^ 

4>K»' -v<W«4 n 1 

kuu ^aV/Aax ax uuubAUii , 
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have as complete coverage as possible. I.told him, • 
under the circumstances, that we would check -into the* 
natter to see if coverage was feasible and, if so, 
would submit an appropriate recommendation to him. 

( * 

If you approve,'i?e will have a preliminary survey 
made to7'soe if technical coverage^ is feasible with full 
security. - //vj—... * _ 111 

y// /v7/? 

’ /cc ; "/cspe/tM . 
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Memorandum 


: n 


Mr. Belniont 


DATE- 


Qd'* 

fe ^5, 1963 


Tol.aw ... 

KcJtnoal __ 
__ 

Coopt* ___ 

C«U^.« — 

Co.u od _ 

tV-Loocb_ 

Core _ 

-- u 


PROM 


^(subject: 


TV 

C. A. Evanf 


* ' if ,■ ‘ S)ll!»w2. 

VW w )_ 


JUNE 


/ T jo; let _ 

T*W. Boob _ 

Holnes _ 

Gm+r _ 




MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. |X£pr 

:::V - ■ - • • '7 M/f 

i'he Attorney General orally informed me today that he had been-. 


; r/ /, 


t»Angijgrjng fv>o j*g(jugst he niiids or July 16, IS 63 f for 2 . technical surveil— 


* . lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and was now of tlieii 
. ' opinion that this would be ill advised. ~ 


At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a 
surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the 
productivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King 
travels most of the time and that there might be serious repercussions 

. ^ _ _ _ V J *i_ , . 1_ ~ A . —. i.L & ^ MA h rv #1 i n i- i t. *l» « J Ik in AAlf 

snouia it ever uecoine imuwii uie uuvtuiuueut u^u m&ututuu uuo 
These were the very thoughts that the Attorney General expressed today 
in withdrawing his request. 


2 0 x* With reference to the other technical surveillance requested 

g at the same time, namely, the one on Clarence Benjamin Jones, the 

o £ 5 ! Attorney General felt this was on a different category and we should go (L 
o?' S forward with this coverage. It is noted that this was previously approved 


£2 forward with this coverage, it is n 
_ i in writing by the Attorney General. 




The memorandum we sent to the Attorney General on 


g 5^8* July 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been // 
^ jr,etrieved and is attached, s>f/* > 


uj <C ACTION TO BE TAKEN: 


will take no further action to euect tecnmcai oovcr«. &c 


•/* * * Martin.Luther King, either at his home or at his office at the Southern. 

. .. A - Christian .Leadership Conference, in the absence of a further requests 


from the*Attorney General. 
* »•**' * * 


Enclosure 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
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7'70^0U PPjffy'' $ 




. 1 - Mr. Kosen i t r i a » Ur _ 

• > V - - •: 6 963 
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rrl STATES DEPARTMENT OK 31 ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SECRET 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

October IS, 1963 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

, flf- BE: MABffIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

. ^ ;SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

n , A mmnmST INFLUENCE IN 

IIM.I HUl'-l, "-rac ia l matters 

• 1 -■~ 4* e %^sr« 
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Respectfully, 
d , ^cLatV'J 


Fohn Edgar-Eoover 
M Director x 


APPROVED 

DATE 


/>M 


A/ 


ACZ3CIE3 


— ? v-\ 








i •' V * 

a.vW 


r'* V S Y/ <0 




I EMCLOSUS-^j „, r fi< 

Vruty^f" crfl 


ar: NOV 3:,13S3 

/ / '* / ' ^ / 


^WCEROX 
Ufe 10S3 




faOj 


5 / 

6 ' I 


((iff' 




• ) A ! 

Cr^.v 


V 


r 7/* ■ ' /: 


v>1 


» m ia rv^ff - 











essoin ( »n 

CNITIXi. STATES 'VEKNMENT 


Memorandum 


Mr. W. C. Sulliva 


m 


1 - Hr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 




PATE: .April 18, 1968 


C. D. Brenna 


JUKE 


SUBJECT; MARTIN LDTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. Rozamus 
1 - Mr. Ridgeway 

yid£^\ r l 

~3/ 


zh 

■S'JTL 


This is to advise yon of past electronic surveillances 
hat we had Installed for the purpose of securing Intelligence dal 
concerning the late Martin Luther King, Jr., fomer # President^of ^ 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference <8CLC>. 


11/8/63 4/30/65 ^ . Jiretap V J 563 Johnson Avenue, IT. 

. ' - '*«'•••• Atlanta, Georgia ■ .. 

1/5/64 1/8/64 Microphone Willard Hotel, Washington, 

1/27/64 1/27/64 Microphone Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, 

- ------ --- • - -• ■■ Wiscons in ' ^ 

2/18/64 2/20/64 Microphone Hilton Hawaiian Village, ‘ 

\- - - > ■ -■*&&&&? -:■■■ * - • - -l*-- - Honolulu, Hawaii ^ 

2/20/64 — 2/21/64 ^ Microphone Ambassador Hotel, Los Ang* 

" California . 

2/22/64 2/24/64 , : Microphonei|r Hyatt House Motels - 

V- ■ ^*g§|£ - ■■ Xjyrl ‘° Vos Angeles. CalirornlalSE 

3A9/64 - v 3/20/64 ’SW-i: Microphone Statler Hotel, Detroit,-^. 

-> Q in .k, 4 J / .a. <4 

----- - -♦ - -••/fr’L. -\irf- ” • r " |^CV VlUVUiKftU / V V -/ V *. / y 

4/23/64 ^ 4/24/64 Microphone Senator HrwtoJ ^.fiarntnmnto. 

Cell!ornln 

4/24/64 4/26/64 Wiretap Hyatt HosaeftJfc^jQ&o. Ang 


4/30/65 


.Wiretap 


1/5/64 




« /A* #/* ^ 

JL/4//M 


1/8/64 


« Jam iA ^ 

X/ZS/O* 


Microphone 

Microphone 


2/18/64 2/20/64 


Microphone 


-4&I 


2/20/64 2/21/64 


Microphone 


13} 


in 


2/22/64 ,. 2/24/64 X . 


3/19/64 ‘ 3/20/64 


/f|T 4/23/64 ^X 4/24/64 




f/f/64"WW/9/64 ^^Wlretap 


•California 


Av ■* -4'"' v 'Ca 

: p-T.:'-;l<K>^06670.W^^^^^ppB3jS^^^: 

_ . ab v aj.AtBV* ~ -• *. a . -* ‘ / A'/- /■ • 'j^/— Zipr* 
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Hyatt HoBMCiotrt - 7T7 »~ Ami 


California 
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Memorandum C. D. Brennan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
100-106670 

to Mr* W. ( 
JR. 

Installed 

Discontinued 

Type 

i/i/e* 

7/9/64 

Microphone 

8/14/64 

9/8/64 

Wiretap 

8/22/64 

8/27/64 

Wiretap 

9/28/64 

1/8/65 

10/2/64 

1/11/65 

Microphone 

Microphone 

1/28/65 

1/31/65 

Microphone 

3/29/65 

3/31/65 

Microphone 

5/12/65 

5/13/65 

Microphone 

10/14/65 

10/15/65 

Microphone 

10/28/65 

10/30/65 

Microphone 

11/29/65 

11/30/65 

Microphone 




0 



location 


Hyatt House Hotel, Los Angela 
California 

125 East 72nd Street, 

New York, New York 
Claridge Hotel, Atlantic Cit^, 
New Jersey. 

Hanger Hotel, Savannah, Georfci 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Americana Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Sheraton Atlantic Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Astor Hotel, 

New York, New York 
New York Hilton Hotel, 

New York, New York 
Americana Hotel, 

New York, New York 


In addition to the above coverage of King, the following 
coverage was afforded the SCLC. 


Installed Discontinued Type 


Location 


10/24/63 1/24/64 
11/8/63 6/21/66 
7/13/64 7/31/64 


Wiretap 

Wiretap 

Wiretap 


New York Office 
Atlanta Headquarters 
New York Office 


All of the above wiretap surveillances were authorized 
under the signature of the then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy 
"Who on 10/10/63 authorized the coverage of King v s residence and an: 
other future address to which he may move, and the New York Office 
SCl£. He also authorized wiretap coverage of King and the Atlanta 
headquarters of SCLC on 10/21/63. These authorizations were given 
during the administration of President John F. Kennedy. 


j|8 



- -- J"*? * ■ | 


Attorney General Kennedy did not sign any microphone 


Bureau officials acting on general authority relating to the 
Attorney General* 


ACTION: 






Hone* For information* 


r-■ 










- 2 - 















*“ J bmOMM fO*M MO. I* 
mtK mi MttibM 


r ''UTE IN ENVEr 


< ^ \ 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

*.Memorandum 




{ , 

» 

. * (A 

V 


Hr. V. C. Sulliv^ 


1 • Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivah 
X - Mr. T. E. Bishop (h# 
DATE: 1/28/70 



FROM 


G. C. 


SUBJECT; 


lutheRki 


1 - Mr. 
JUNE ' 


G. C. Moore 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

X **■ - w • 


1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 

1 - Mr. 


C. 

M. 

C. 




D. Brennan 
J. Rozamus 

E. Glass 

* 9f. 

r S 

To report the latest attack on the Bureau over the 
Martin Luther King wire taps by former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark in an article, ”The Death of Privacy** in the 
February, 1970, McCall’s magazine. Li- 









r\ 


In his article Clark describes privacy as the ultimate v* 
freedom and says electronic surveillances are the tools of 
zL^^th° se unwilling to make the sacrifices that are essential to 
g public safety. He describes King as a great American of open 

^ conduct and says the fact that the FBI would tap his phones 

Mil 


O ^ 


Oj and bug his hotel rooms should 

about the desirability of those practices. 


tell us all we need to know ~ 
Clark calls these (J 


Iff:__ _ 

g says the Government should tell the people of the United Stat 


surveillances the act of an incipient police state. Clark 

fesi 








: jjVhether the tapes from bugs secretly installed in King’s hotel 
^ uj lu rooms were played to publishers, Senators and others as was 
rumored after King’s death. . 

<r ◦ . - : ~ ’ * - ‘ *■ 

There were no wire taps or microphone surveillances 
on King personally or on the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), his organization, during Clark’s tenure 
as acting Attorney General and Attorney General (10/3/66 - 
1/22/69). Clark’s authority was twice requested for a 
wire tap on SCLC headquarters in ^Atlanta, Georgiay .but■ 'tie denied 
authority both times. ^ jj . 106 /O0 ~ ^ F f B gfo"J*7/f 

There Is nothing in our files to lead,any credence 
to rumors mentioned by Clark that tapes on King were^ever played 
for anyone outside the Bureau ."4 ^ 

Irv 3 m: 

\ SEE RECOMMENDATION 
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Memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


* 


% 


V 



3®*S*rl 

+ 4 * 

] , RECOMMEND AT ION: 


K I 

v; ; * 


This dishonest attack is what ve have come 
to expect from Clark. He has chosen to completely ignore 
the well-known fact that Robert Kennedy not only approved 
but requested the coverage on King. It is recommended 
that his remarks be ignored. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN 

Memorandum 

,/ 

Mr. V. C. Sullivaii^- 

G. C. Moor 4j£^y/ 

siBjEcr MARTIN LUTHERKING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

/ 


TO 


FROM 


JtOUTE IN MNVE 

1 - Mr. C. D. Deioa 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sulliv 
1 - Mr. A, Rosen 
date: 6/27/69 

0 


JUNE 


1 - Mr. J. H. Gale 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 
1 - Mr. G. G. Moore 
1 - Mr. C. E. Glass 
1 - Mr. J. J. Dunn 
The Director stated that there should be greater 
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j discrimination relative to the dissemination of highly confidential 
^ material obtained from sensitive coverage such as telephone surveil- 
vX lances. The Director questioned our dissemination in 1964 of data 
vvf regarding Martin Luther King, Jr., to Carl T. Rowan, Director of the 
United States Information Agency (USIA) and to Dr. Leland J. Haworth, 
Director of the National Science Foundation (NSF). Reasons for such 
dissemination set forth below. ^ 

The documents transmitted to Rowan and Haworth were & * £ 7 
13-page document captioned "Communism and the Negro Movement - A ^ ^ 
Current Analysis" and a 2-page document captioned. f, Martin LutKkr ^ ^ ’ 


King, Jr., His Personal Conduct." Copies of these documents lare ^ N 
. enclosed. Also enclosed is one copy each of the three cover A—. ^ 

cr - memoran< * a by which authorization was obtained for dissemination Yto 
c5 - ..Rowan and Haworth and one copy each of the letters which trajasndtte 
^ * l the documents to Rowan and Haworth. — V 

— . j UJ 

23 ^ Dissemination was made to Rowan as Director of USIA-sinceg 

S . o) King's activities in the civil rights movement were receiving world-0 
j wide publicity. For instance when the 13 - p age^document was sent tog 
lUSIA, King had been designated as the winner of the Nobel Peace Frisg 
and this award had international ramifications affecting the USIA iig 
view of its role in propaganda involving the U.S., it was felt thatg 

iC TTCT A .V. Vi__ J 1 J __1 * r„ 5 

micw uic lluc iaw:ta ttuwuL iviiig u wuuiu not ruruier gioriiyg 
this man or enhance his image on the international scene through its 
» far reaching propaganda outlets. It is normal for USIA to widely 
j publicize U.S. citizens who receive international recognition and we 
certainly did not want King-to get such ti^ atmer^^ ^ ^ 

As indicated in ^5lose5^?ieinofan^jm Mr. Baumgardner 

to Mr. Sullivan 12/17/64, our dissemination 1 ^A$jawp$ , tf$69Ls Director 
Kl of the NSF was based on information received that the NSF had 
contacted the Southern Christian Leadership ^qwfexanc e ( 3CIC) for 
purpose of obtaining applicants for southern schools. The 

Isures - 9 ^Rdt: 

100-106670 nil l iQfiQ CONTINUED - OVER 

JJD:fsh i9V l L^ r-fiSS-lSJ§5?___. 

6 AUG 25 1969 ^ [copy mas s for ant tolsg nj ... .. 
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Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 


SOLO is the organization which was founded by Ki 


i i*w4 


U 

won bcvi 


NSF to be fully aware of the communist influences at work in the 
SCLC and the communist connections of King himself. 


Rpc7AtHi ns Hi ssgminafri nn rtf hi oV>1 w aanei f iua o**<4 

- O' * “O *^^^^****WV»W*» w* ***■ J WV&iWX WA. f ^ CUAU 

confidential information, this has been discussed with Bureau 
Headquarters personnel handling dissemination of such data. 

The necessity for the closest scrutiny of this data has again 
been stressed tn norSAnnol tn i nei«i>o fhi e ean.{ 

- — — -- — ' ' w — WW A *4^ VAX. W I^XiCX UiAX ■-? i. U«L VC 

information receives carefully controlled dissemination limited 
to those officials and agencies having a need to receive such 
data. This matter will receive continuous attention. 

ACTION : 


None. For information. 



/l 


if 


/ 








tk 

r ) 




*1 '•*» 


t**t wnon 




& * • .* # 
^ 4 


-it- *;•. 

jj^* 

'&■+.’" i 


*•' • l- 4 r 


>'■ 


*.??* 


UNnEDSTATES governm^QUYE IN ENVELOPE 

Memorandum - 1 " ^ * 5 - !•“ « 



Mr* V* C. Sullivan 


**om : G. C. Moore 


fl&vr' 




1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 
DATE: 6/20/69 

JUNE - I 


Collar _ 

Conrad -_ 

r.i*_ 

Gxi 

^OM(! _ 

%5uUi»ar, _ 

# T«w.! _ 

T tottrr- 

T.l*. Rook 

HaUm_ 

Candy — 


Jyy'r 1 - Mr. G. C. Moore - 

(j 1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 

subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. Attn: Mr. Rozamus / 

.'/ SECURITY MATTES - COMMUNIST 1 - Mr. C. E. Glass *'7— 

# 1 - Mr. J. J. Dunn 

I Pursuant to your instructions, information is set forth 

j below regarding requests made to f ormer A ttorn ey General Ramsey 
^Clark for telephone surveillances on Martin Luther~King, JrT, or 
, his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
>^XSCLC). 

An article in the Washington Post dated 6/20/69 
indicated that former Attorney General Ramsey Clark had stated 
that the FBI repeatedly requested him to authorize a wiretap on 
King while he, Clark, was Attorney General. Clark reportedly 
stated that he had not granted any of these requests and he I 

further indicated that the last of the requests came two days 1 

before King’s murder. L 


Wg^neversou? 
surveillance on King’s 


it Clark's aul 


requested a yumnUnro Lhe Jaeadquar^eys of frhe 

SCLC in Atlanta. Georgiy. The §CLC is the organization which was 
founded by King. Clark denied authority for this telephone 
surveil lance_on l/^3/68 . On 4/2/68 authorization was requested 
from Clark for telephone surveillances on the SCLC headquarter^ 
in Atlanta, and^the office of the SCLg jn Fp^in gton^P. g . 
Authority for these surveillances was denied bv Clark in a- 
biCTioranSSn to the Director dated ,1/ 17/^.^ In connection with 
the request to Clark on 4/2/68 as mentioned above, it is to 
be noted that this was dated two days prior to King’s murder 
on 4/4/68. * y 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


UotiT— _ 


Uoh 

BllAop _ 

Ca«p«t _ 
Coiled on 
"cmac „ 
Foil _ 


MR. DELOACEfc 


Jwue 


8* Bo Don&hoe 


% 


DATE: 6/24/69 

cc Hr. DeLoach 
Mr. Gala 
Mr. Sullivan 


subject MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



Pursuant to the Director's request, attached 
are Xerox copies of the following: 

1. Memorandum 7/16/63, from C. A. Evans to Mr* Belmont, 
regarding Former AG Kennedy's request for technical 
surveillance of King, and showing that Evans raised question 
of possible repercussions. 

2. Memorandum of June (actually July) 25, 1963, from Evans 

to Belmont, showingwithdrawal of request by Kennedy, based f) 
on Evans* prior admonitions* y 

3. Memorandum of 10/7/63, from the Director to the Attorney 
General, requesting authority for technical surveillance of fj 
King. Approval is indicated by signature of Robert F. Kennedy k' 
and the date 10/10/63. 

4. Memorandum of 9/20/63, to Director, from Assistant Attorney 
General Burke Marshall, regarding Marshall's conversations with 
King concerning O'Dell and Levlson. 
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TO : J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau o£ Investigation 


date: September 20, 1963 




Burke Marshall, Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

) 

Hunter Pitts 0»Dell 

/* 




t" > / J /1 • 

^This^celates to your letterhead memorandum / < / 

Septembe/ 5 to the Attorney Genera 1, relating to 

the related prior aieraoranda, <■ 

ng sent copies of these to me, 

A / 


V * c, JM^of Septembe/ 5 to the A 
>J * HK/A Hunter Pitts 0 , Dell and 
J} Cy * ^ I appreciate your havin; 

rfs • CvW 


4u o >' . ■** ir 

it u* *•* - u. 

— w to 

S3 u< </*, . « 


This matter had been 
of Dr, King some time ago by 
with conversations which the 
had with Courtney Evans, it was not felt 


brought to the attention 
me, but in accordance 
Attorney General 

to be wise 

c , 


| i*. 

£d'” u 


1 


mr orina- 


of the sources of the Bureau*s 

state that I knew 0*Dell to be >inder Communist/'^TV*^ 



an view 
tion to 

influence or control at any time, I did inform 
Dr, King and two members of his organization -- 
Reverend Andrew Young and Reverend Wyatt Walker — 
some time ago «- that since 0*Dell was believed by 
many people to have had Co?imvr ie t c^n^ect^ons t bis 
association with their organization was not in the 
best interests of the organization. 


At that time, inconclusive steps were taken 
to remove 0*Dell t and his job with the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference was changed. In 
response to direct questions whether I had hard evidence 
of O t Dell , s Communist connections, however, I replied 



C 


that I was not in a position to give any. 

Following further conversations with Mr, 

Evans in June, however, I brought the matter to the 
attention of Dr. King very explicitly in my office 
on the morning of June 22 prior to a scheduled meeting 
which Dr. King had with the President. This was 
one at the direction of the Attorney General, 
ater that morning both the Attorney General and . 

he President separately strongly urged Dr. King 
that there should be no further connection between 
0 # Dell and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 
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II 


Dr. King stated that the connection would be 
ended. Thereafter, the Attorney General and I 
both received copies of the attached letter, dated 
July 3, 1963, from Dr. King to O’Dell. 



i r. for 


I thought you should have 
r. t i n for your file. 


this additional 



cc: The Attorney General 

The Deputy Attorney General 

ft 






- . j o . • r> t t. -f 

.KVJ.;* AVE., H. £. 1 ' . . ._ • - 

.rrA j, ceokgia ij Southern Christian Leadership Conterence 

rPKOiiE 524-1378 ;-3 • 1 


Mania LuUutr Kin| Jr., PrtMtni 


Wyan Tm Walkar, btatrtrt Director 


t/ 

f 


July 3, 1963 


’■fc. ,, * 



1 


i 


Attorney General Robert Kennedy 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Kennedy: 

Dr, King asked me to Bend you the enclosed copy of 
a letter which he has just sent to Mr. Jack O'Deil. 

Sincerely yours, 

// 't ■/] ''' 

(Mi**) D. McDonald 
Secretary 

enc 



/C7- -rfv 76- 6~6 


July i. 1963 


x 

Mr. J..ck K, O'Dell 
4$ ft St. Kichol*'. b Avenue 
Apartment S-S 
N.*\v York, Hew York 

Deer Jack: 

S^vertl months ago you submitted your resigr^tiorx pending an 
investigation of your alleged affi'latioi' v'ith. the Communist 
party, tt wia BungecteU by an article to this tilled In tha 
Birmingham. g.;id Hew Orleans ntwenf-p^ri. W# -ccepUd this 
tt a.p r y . i.. b»c?u?c cf SCLCf firm policy th-'.t no 
Communist cor Communist sympathir^r can. n<? on our a* 

In our member *hip. We felt that It wr,s imperative to conduct 
an immediate investigation. As you know, w c conducted \vh\t wo 
foil to bj & thorough inquiry into these charge* and wore un&bla 
to discover any present connection® with the Commv.n'f*t party on 
your p^rt. 

The situation In our country i* fuch, however, th^t Any allusion 
to the loft brings forth an emotional response which would seem 
to indicate that SCLC and the Southern Freedom Movement are 
Cotrimunirt inrplred. In those critical time* v/e canuGt afford to 
risk any ouch impressions. Wt, therefore, have decided in cur 
Administrative Committee, that we a Iconic request you tu make 
your temporary resignation permanent. 

We certainly appreciate tho ye*ra of unaelfish service which you 
Hava put into our New York Office, and regret the nccei tUy of 
your departure. Certainly, your® 1c a aignlficant etcrifice cow- 
mencur&tc with the suffering® in jail and through loss of jobs 
under racist intimidation. We all pray for the day vhon cur 
nation m«y be truly tho lir.d of the free. 

/C ty " / 6 & * ^ <^•'5 £ 





July 5, 1963 
Page Two 


May God bio. you an^Ltlnuo to in.plr. you In tho .ervlco ol 
your feUov'man. 


Sincerely yourg, 


Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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* ' • 'tJJNITEI> STATES GOVERNn -NT 

Memorandum 


FROM 


Mr. Belnfonj/" 
C. A. Evans 


date: 


(rx 

fV-^ 

\ / f 

x V * 

^Jrfne 25, 1963 


JUNE 


/v / Troll 


Toison __ 

Belmont _ 

Mohr _ 

Co sper _ 

Colioh an _ 

Corjod _ 

DeLoach _ 

Evan* . 

Gore - 

Rosen __ 

fciU*von jZ- 

'■‘Wvel _ 

Trotter - 

Tela. Room 

Holme* - 

Gandy _ 


j subject; 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

• r 


\/c i 






'•he Attorns^ General orally informed me today that he had been 
considering the request he made on July 16, 1963, for a technical surveil¬ 
lance on Martin Luther King at his home and office and was now of the 
opinion that this would be ill advised. 

At the time the Attorney General initially asked for such a 
'S surveillance, he was told there was considerable doubt that the 
- S' oroductivity of the surveillance would be worth the risk because King 
travels most of the time and that there might be serious repercussions 
ro should it ever become known the Government had instituted this coverage. 

QX These were the very thoughts that the Attorney General expressed today 
■—^ in withdrawing his request. 


5£^>- 


^ ^ With reference to the other technical surveillance requested 

- at the same time, namely, the one on Clarence Benjamin Jones, the 
r ^ Affnmpv General felt this was in a different category and we should go 


o 




HE Ulti octlliC uiac, ~~- ~ , , ij»a 

Attorney General felt this was in a different category and we should g 
forward with this coverage. It is noted that this was previously approved 
in writing by the Attorney General. 

The memorandum we sent to the Attorney General on /) 

July 23, 1963, requesting authority for the King surveillance has been f, 

retrieved and is attached. ( ^y\s 

1"" v 

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: 

-> ' We will take no further action to effect technical coverage on 

Martin Lu.hi Kin* ai.her .1 hi. torn. » .1 hi. f . 

Christian Leadership Conference, in the absence of a further request \ 

from the Attorney General. t v . / 


Enclosure 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF „ jSTICE 
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Jm Jiejily, Please Pejcr 

JT|feNo.l00-10oC"0 

100 - 3 - 11 * 


federal bureau of investigation 

- WASHINGTON iS,D. c. 



J October 7, 1963 

SjJmC ^ lf rr ,W . f 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 







E; A* MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. vf 

v SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST . 


'COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL MATTERS 




It is further requested that authority^be granted 
to place a technical surveillance on the SCLC ofxice at 
current * 'ev York address or to any other-address to which UV 
it may 1; moved. . ' . . 


kj/r 


Respectfully, 


ClMsWdby fc*% 

Escempf^rom CD^ 

J>ate ijl DteclassiHcafljon Indefi 


k Category 


A CJ \ „ I _/'f\ ,y/ i c -*•.V>-*y 

* / \ ** ** S?xTf*r.n< 


v. ^ rr vA/ 

WrtfP Vv hn EdsrisjJioaver 
\J Directoi^ c -klii2 


APPROVED 


DATE 



ENCLOSURE? . 
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B NOV 7 1963 
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UNITED STATES COVERnLnT KOUTEl IN EN VKT 

Memorandum • •EE--^5 




TO 


FROM 


subject: 


MR. BELMON 

y 


JUNK 


C. A. 

°c. &, 


Evan si 


date: 7/16/63 


Belmont 

Sullivan 

Evans 





COMMUNIST INFLUENCE 
RACIAL^MATTERS 


IN 



AG A\ra: 


njcussiri 

o«_12, 

V&* ? 


I'- 


hy 


I 


/ {C ' 




I The AGAvas contacted at his request late this 
afternoon. He said that Clarence Benjamin Jones, 
a NY attorney who has had close association with 
Martin Luther King, and with Stanley Levinson 
(a concealed communist), had been in to see Burke 
lllarshall about' the racial situation. According to 
the AG, Jones had indicated he had some reserva¬ 
tions' about talking with Levinson on the phone. 

Marshall thought he might haye been referring to a 
possible telephone tap, and passed it off by telling 
Jones'this was something he wbuld have to take up^p^/ 
with Levinson. 

: The purpeje of the AG’s contact was that thin 
brought to his attention the possibility of effect¬ 
ing technical coverage on both Jones and Martin 
Luther King. I told the AG that I was not at all 
acquainted with Jones, but that, in so far as King was 
concerned, it was obvious from the reports that he 
was in a travel status practically all the time, and 
it was, therefore, doubtful that a technical surveillance 
on his office or home would be very productive. I also 
•braised the question as to the repercussions if it \L^ 
should ever becone known that such a surveillance—j^a^T 

been put on King. REC- 9 /£$ ■- //6 - ^ i 

The AG said this did Slot! concern him at all; L 
that in view of the possible communist influence ilL , ^. 
the f racial situation, he thought it advisable to 
have as complete coverage as possible. I -.told him, 
ujjder the circumstances, that we would check into the" 
natter to see if coverage was feasible and, if so, II 
would submit an appropriate recommendation to him. 



1963 


I 




dl 

1 


If you approve,-ire will have a preliminary surveyLL rW 
made tej'soe if technical cov erage is feasible with fulIVU 
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77 ,STATOOO T ,UE R0 UTE IN ENVELOPES 
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f TO 


FROM : 

SUBJECT: 
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f M* ■ 
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Mr. W. C. Sullivan^^ 


0. C. Moore 


Mil 


JUNE 


1 * Mr* C. D. De Loach 
1 - Mr. W.C. Sullivan 

DATE: 6/21/69 


= :ir. 0 f _ 

Cosjxi _ 
Collohon 
Conrad ^ 
r»it_ 

Ce>. 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop i.TtZT. 
1 - C. D. Brennan — 

(Attn: Mr. Rozamusj 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore / 

1 - C. E. Glass 
1 » J. J. Dunn 


I Pursuant to your Instructions, Information is set 
forth below regarding the claim made by f ormer At torney General 
Ramsey(Clark that the FBI had sought permission to resume a 
-telephone surveillance on Martin Luther King, Jr. as late 
as two days before King's murder. 


We never sought p\ prlt f n authorization for a 
tft l CPhone aurveillance, on K ing’s residence^ King was murdered 
on 4/4/68. On ,40/68 a memorandum dated 4/2/68 (copy attached) 
was sent- to Clark reouestt ng~ autnorlzation for 1 telephone /7 
^urvefUanc.ea..fln the headquarters of the Southern Christian V 


p's authorize 
's residence' 


was sen' 


4 survelUan 

tea on tl 

ifij 

leadauar 

ters of tn 

^Leadership 

Conferer 

ice 

^SCLCf" 

in Atlanta 

Iprriee of 

the SCLC 

in 

Washing 

ton^D. 


[ofri-ice of~the SCLC in Washington^ P.cT The SCLC Is~the / 
"organization which was bounded by King. Authority for these 
surveillances was denied by Clark in a memorandum to the. 
Director_dated 1/17/fcH (codv attached with SCLC listed on 


eleihfine (J 

n Christian. V 
• * nd *t the.A— 
C is"’the 
ty for these /i 
” - t P-thft. (J 


eadquarters o 


in Atlanta was 


quarters and Clark den 

led authority for this telephoi 

surveillance on 1/3/68 
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The fa 


on King's residence 


set forth above clearly show that we 
loo from Clark for a telephone survelllanc 
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MEMORANDUM' FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL _ 7-\. 
RE: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION \. - . 

v - ' SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


i ••• ':\c.:kv' 


V •, i-X- 


v» v*~V - >J. „ < t. _• 


.' *1 :• >••!••• ^ 7‘:\'^7 ^"7 .: 7 .;*'V •: v'V:* 7'I’C*v; ii^VT*’ -V• £• 

' J*-I ;: v- Despite this violence in Memphis, Levi son and 7r •; - 7 -' 

11 King ere continuing their.plans for this massive civil ! : 

r J AA Cir\r*t% f r> fVto 1 a f f'O'r nc rf ftf Ar>Hl . 1 QAR.. 4n • ^ 


V 4 VVU't.Vii. W)VV WW W 4 . W> U**w V. WV> 4 , ^ ^ ^ V V A • ft * * V ^"| 

5 . ’ ; j ’ Washington, D, C. _7--7-7 , V : LAwv r *V‘. ; . ' ■\\ 

v* 1 ->■ V. \ . - ‘ 1 V-' : , v i7?rvtV. *-»?. + >,P- v 

V ’ . j'^ ^ k - * *‘V ^ ‘ ‘ i .’^7*. 1 ~ - *!* I • v .•• ■ "’/• 1 ’: . A ’i.' 

...\ , r : 1 In vie*/ of the internal security aspect involved, : 


♦ « A.V. »» V *. VX«-W X V v>4p w V# W V w ^ # 

__i «... J M J X. «X,.1 1 4.^1 MtMMlI 1 * 1 '.- 

au uiui’it/ xv> x, ei|ut:oLcu tu xiisuaxx U^ic^auuc aux vuix^cuiuus . , 

of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference at its : V 
national headquarters at the ahove-listed address and also yZ :* 
at its local headquarters, 1401 U Street, N.W., Washington, D.’ C., 

_. * ^ • ’ _ ^ * _ __ ■ « „ ^ i t < j _a n__ iT ' I l 


__J _ n__ _ iT 


£*:■] . j so tnar'v/e can K.eep apprisea oz me strategr «jig pxans ox j 

; " ■ ‘ .v 1 this group. *.'* r : v ;^VV - ■ - r'/VJ -,v r ■ : Vvf j-; *■ ;*• : 

Jt'C.-' './ "v' Very truly youre,-; ;jc-:;/r'; 


^ I; r : “5 "* > : / : - V- 7 ' ■ \-v> >r2-y^V'*^,r • 

ill -: 'i 

f J ^,.: /V . ;v V :• John Edgar Hoover k '"■■ '.:v:- t 
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l 


^ I ; r>^ T . KOTR; * ‘ m olnoa 4 f Ann «s n f o^Vinl tiftl 


NOTE : J ''-Classified ''Secret* 1 , since It concerns a technical 
surveillance, the unauthorized .disclosure of which could.. » 
result in serious damage to the Bureau security coverage \J^ 


-7 result in serious damage to the Bureau security coverage \s~ - 

/and to the detriment ;of national security, 7 

y^vv;;>:< s -T-‘. ^ ' - ‘ >t »j o. s iVS;7-^7 -7* frr**' >7f - ^7- •; 


■ * 4v3;:^: : : : S lr--'-"" •*;-v.-.-This' memorandum recommends' the installation of a 
W j telephone surveillance 6n SCLC’s headquarters in Atlanta, 

J j an< ^ Washington, D. C., for intelligence-type data ,|J[7: 

<jf j '; rconcerning King's plans for massive civil disobedience in 7 7 

if I fTift naf lAr»*e ‘In tVta Qni*^ nfr #if 1 QAfi ; " ; .' ‘ J. r*?~ ; *: 

r c; w ^ v- xwu 4 # v**w x*i ^ vvf . *' # # - 


5 $^ ;r -''"'See memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr. W. C. Sullivan ' 

."** '■' Z. . ___ 1 a / nrt t * r\ a m wu : * _ 


same caption, dated 3/29/68 prepared by KIW:dsm. 


i?4^! ^•* % -^' 5 'rT , - v "■ ^*"* v "V'**• r * V4 ^ •• i-■^- : * ■"'•■- :• 
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or electronic eurvclil-acc3 trhich X have not heretofore approved are 
beinj returned at this time denied* Fo? a number of reasons I have 
not acI t any of then* have been cufficientiy jesilfiodby the evidence 
presented* This does not* of coarse, prejudice their rc submission] 
if additional evidence euppei’tlng the request Is pro seated, or thfdr 
re vie v/ by a sub re cue nt a dnl ni s trat ion. ; * ^ y: ; - ~ i*v- : . J;y •- •• o 
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Memorandum 


4 _ 0 ; f.. 

^OTEIiV ^LOPE 


TO 


MR. V. C. SULLIV. 




from : MR. G. C. MOORE 


subject: MARTIN LUTHER KING. JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 

date: June 19, 1969 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
(Attention: 

Mr. Rozanua) 

1 - Mr. Glass 
1 - Mr. Dunn 


Tol *on 

Dai-ooci 

Uohr 
Bishop 
Caspw 

Collate 
C-on rod 

r*i»_ 





T oral 
T to it or 
T.l*. Room 
HolMt _ 
Cap4r __ 


A<-~ 




/f 



Pursuant to your instructions, information is set forth 
felov regarding knowledge by former Att orney General Nicholas de 
tzenbach of electronic coverage on Martin iiither King, Jr. 



Although ve have no specific data in our files shoving 
that Katzenbach authorized a telephone surveillance on King 
himself, there is ample Information sh oving K^tggnh ach vas imi i 
a yare of our el ectr onic .cov erage qp K*ng afld hi« , 

the Southern Christian Leade r ship Co nferen ce ( SCIC). Att ached I s 



a copy of a memorandum dated 10/27/65 ( initialed by Ka tzenbac h 
the upper right hand corner) s hoving ve had a telephone survei l; 
lance jan^King 8 s o rganization ti n the 5 CLP. Also attached is a copy / 
of a memorandum 12/1/65 to the Attorney General regarding electronic 
coverage on King at the Ho*»i in Nev Y ork Ci ty. In 

response to this 12/1/65 memorandum, there is attached a copy of 
a note from K atfanh^gh +* th* D irector p tatin g f "Obviously, thes e 
are particularly delicate su rv eillance s a nd v e should be very 
^^ou sIIn~lteriu n the non-FBI people who mayfrom time 
necessarily be involved in some aspect of installation." <2 



SO; 


to time 


Copies are attached of nine memoranda to the Attorney 
General dated 10/20/64, 10/22/64, 11/3/64, 11/6/64, 11/12/64, 
11/23/64, 12/17/64, 12/31/64, end 2/23/65. These set forth for 
Katzenbach*a information valuable data developed on King. The 
d^a involved was derived from electronic coverage on King.and the 
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RE: 


BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AL. 
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCL 
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C ) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 

' Hi £OLL. Tt> /iO-fObbtt Sb* *1 

Vbnrecorded serial dated "&j4/4ulled from this file 
‘under court order of U.S. District Judge JohnLewis 
Smith, Jr., "ud sent to National Archives. 
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY ET AL 

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ISC1 

V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C. D C ) 

CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 ' 

• • 

• " ♦ 

Xe Rox' CoPi oP /oo - SJ?-ja3 as &aXa~ 
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(IS) 100-442529 




WASHINGTON, p.c. 20535 


October 27, 1965 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

RE: ^COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
^-RAC IAITMATTERS 


A technical surveillance was instituted on the 
headquarters of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 

330 Auburn Avenue, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, on November 8, 

1963. The Southern Christian Leadership Conference is a | | 
racial-type organization headed by Martin Luther King, Jr.' 

This technical surveillance has provided considerable 
valuable intelligence information concerning communist influence 
on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference through King, as 
well as the communist influence evident in the outspoken position 
which King has taken in opposition to the United States foreign / 
policy concerning Vietnam. Some examples include the following:^- 

Information has been furnished relating to contacts 
between King and individuals with communist backgrounds such as 
Stanley David Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin, Clarence 
Jones and Randolph T* Blackwell, This information indicates the 
extent of the influence being exerted on King by these individuals 
with present and former communist backgrounds. Information thus 
obtained reveals the part these Individuals play in important 
policy-making decisions of King relative to his organization; Jr?~ 
assistance which they render King in his writings and speeches ^ 
concerning racial matters; and the advice and counsel they give 
King in his declarations concerning United States foreign policy. 

Unless you instruct to the contrary, this technical " § 
surveillance will be continued for an additional six months. UL ri 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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im Reply* PUtue Refer to 

nit At. (IS) 100-106670 


WASHINGTON* D.C* J0SJ5 
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December 1, 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL „ ^ 

JUf\JE 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR* 


This Bureau f s investigation of the communist 
influence in racial matters has developed considerable infor¬ 
mation indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr*, 
head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by . 
individuals with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David 
Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin and others* Prom time 
to time. King meets with these individuals and coverage of 
these meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of 
evidence of the Influences upon King as well as information 
concerning the tactics and plans of King and his organisation 
in the civil, rights movement* The coverage of these meetings 
also has developed information concerning King’s involvement { 
in the Vietnam situation* These meetings frequently take V5 
place in hotel rooms in New York City. 


On November 29, 1965, Information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of November 29, 1965, at the 
Americana Hotel, 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. 

We also had information that King planned to meet with his 
advisors while in New York City, November 29-30, 1965. 

Because of the importance of the meeting and the urgency of 
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected November 29, 
1965, on King in Rooms 3609-3611, Americana Hotel, New York City. 
This surveillance involved trespass and was discontinued on » # 
November 30, 1965. — 


Respectfully, 


Exempt troxa 
Dale olDecjA 
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John Edgar I 
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\ Edgar Hoover 
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?h© Actios Attorney General 


l - Hr. Belmont 
l - Hr. Bohr 
L - Hr. DeLoaeh' 
- Hr. Evans 
1 - Hr. Rosen 
1 — Hr. Sullivan 
1 - J, F. Bland 

Sovenbor C, IS54 


Director, IBX 


coexist xsfxxzsicb bj racial zjattsss ; 

^ xarassiL srstmrrx - c ' 

> v :• . • ■ 

^ A confidential source of this Bureau who has 

i -ifcxurnisbed reliable Information In the past supplied the 
'CsxJ I following information concerning ft contact betvoea \ju 

mvB I Hart in lather King, Jr., end Clarence Jones cn Kovoaber 4, 1BS4. 


11 
it 



Jones said that now that the election Is over 
they should think about what fora "of struggle they should 
uso," adding that ho had been discussing it with "cur friend." 
Jones said that to had hoard rumors from responsible Democratic 
people in Sew York that King nay he offered an official role 
In the Administration. Jones told King that King should 
think about this and that King must translate his moral 
influence into political power. King replied that ho would 
think about the natter, taking into consideration "tho 
lioveaeat and cry personal goal." Jcncc also told Sing that 
King should thluk about what role "our friend” can play in 
this period, commenting that "our friend” had boom helpful 
end has abided by tho "decisions." Jones oppressed tho belief 
that "our friend" should bo given occo role inasmuch as Vue* re 
cot In tho came situation as wo wero with tho Kennedy A&ainictr: 
tion." Jones also referred to the fact that the Civil Rights 
Bill is now the law. King replied 'Good, after tho election [i 
It would be a sew situation " 
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This Information is also being furnished to the V 
Honorable Bill D* Moyers, Special Assistant to the President* 


1 The Deputy Attorney General ' 

1 • Ur* Burke Marshall 

Assistant Attorney General 

. .. t ■ „ - - 



1 • Ur* J. Valter Yeagley 

Assistant Attorney General 


ROTE: 


lassifled "Secret" as sources utilized, such as*/ ) 
are highly sensitive ones pertaining to the ’ 
acial situation* They are of continuing value and the V \ ^70/ 
unauthorized disclosure of this information could affect VJl / 
their security and thus possibly be injurious to the V 

national defense* Information taken from New York teletype 
.11/5/64* ... ... ... . . 
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i * T^c t'c^uty Attorney General (Enclosure) 
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Asalia*: ra* Attorney GoiooraX nATt 
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(SEE JIOTE PAGE TTO) 
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The Accine Attorney General ' " 


note: 
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See menorandua Bauagardnor to Sullivan# dated 31 /10/64, 
captioned "Hartin Luther King# Jr*# SB - C," prepared by SFP;Jad* 
Classified "Secret” as the enclosure is so classified and also 
because infornfeiion contained in this transmittal letter is fron 
highly sensitive sources* The disclosure of this information could 
reveal the source's identity and thus possibly be injurious to the 
national defense* * ^ £ 
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Confidential sources of this Bureau who have 
furnished reliable information in the past have supplied 
the following information concerning plan3 being made by 
Martin Lrther Kirg, dT., and his associates concerning 
King*3 receipt of the Kobol Peace Prise which is to tako 
plaeo Bocenber 10, 19G4, at Oslo, Horvay. , - v r * 

■ * ' • -> i * 

On Hovesber 3, 1064, Bayard Sc3tln contacted 
the secretary oi Dr. Ralph Bunchs, Undersecretary for 
Special Political Affairs, United Hations (TO). Rust in 
stated that he was specking on behalf of Martin hither 
King, Jr., and requested to see Bunche regarding the receipt 
c t the Rebel Peace Pri 2 © by King. ^ ^ (^n 

Subsequently on Hovenber 3, 1954, Rust in conferred 
with Bunche and told his that upon King's return to * ». 

Kew York City, after receiving the Kohel Prize, there is 
to bo a welcoming affair at either a large dinner at a ~ ' 

hotel or an activity at Carnegie Kali.. Rcstin told Bunche 
• that King wanted to know whether Bunche would be prepared - 
to bo chairman of the welcoming committee which will include 
civil rights leaders and M a number of key liberals.* 1 Bunche 
said that he would be glad to be chairman, but that he would 
have to be informed as to the others who will be on tho 
committee since there are some people with whoa he will not 
work. Bunche told Rust in that be had sent a letter to King 
advising King that the Secretary General of tho UK was 
hoping that King would visit the UK upon his return. Rcstin 
told Euneke that he would personally sect with Bunche later 
and go over the details relative to King visiting the TO. 
Rustic also told Bunche that an invitation had boon extended 
by the President of Brazil to have King visit Brazil on his 
way back to the United States. Bust in stated that be felt 
that this was not wise due to certain aspects of the regime 
in power in Brazil and inquired as to what Bundle's thoughts 
wore on this matter. Bunche agreed that it was not a very 
good idea for King to visit Brazil at this tine. > jj tj aX 
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EE: KARTIN LUTHER KING, JB. 
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On November 3, 1964. Rustin was in contact with - 
Harry Vacht$l coD.c 0 rni.u 2 King’s return to tbs nnited states 
Iron Norway. Rustin stated that King is considering shaking . 
a speech at Carnegie Hall and selling tickets for the 
affair, the minirum price to be $100. Wachtel said that 
King has inquired about the possibility that President Lyndon B. 
Johnson sight attend such an affair, but that the President 
would not give an answer until after the election. According 
to Wachtel, Lee White, a White House aide, has stated 
relative to the President f s attendance "the answer is not 
no." White has indicated that if the President could . 
not attend, the President would send the Vico President 
in his place. Eustin indicated that a cocktail party would 
be held before the Carnegie Ball address by King, ((Xj 
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Wachtel stated that Saul 


assist in the arrangements* Wachtel stated that Saul Hills 
had handled the arrangements for a concert for "us" and 
had made $45,000 for "us." According to Wachtel, Hills is 
Interested in the King affair and has submitted a memorandum 
of ideas on the subject. Eustin and Wachtel agreed to seet 
with Hills to discuss the matter. Wachtel stated that he 
would send Rustin a copy of the memorandum by Hills and in 
reference thereto Wachtel said that he thought the plans 
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address by King before Congress and a ticker tape parade.SJ (U*/ 


Wachtel told Rustin that he is handling the 
details concerning Ring's trip to Norway and has spoken^ / ) 
to the Norwegian Ambassador. \ t /T( y \ 


Eustin then Informed Wachtel that King desires to 
have Dr. Bunche and some white person to act as cochairmen 
•of the affair welcoming King back to the United States but 
that Bunche will not accept'untll he knows who the white 
person will be. Eustin indicated that he had considered 
having Senators Robert Kennedy and Jacob Javlts as cocbairmen 
so that there would be a nonpartisan element present. Rustic 

stated that after cue consideration he thought it would - 

probably be best to Just have Bunche as chairman and have 
a subcommittee assisting him. Wachtel agreed with this idea. 
Rustin also informed Wachtel that King had been invited by w / 
the President of Brazil to visit that countrv. but that Kinz-f / U 
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should tell the Brasilian President that while ho would 
like to visit that country, ho will bo unable to do so on 
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Brasil until after the beginning of the new year, j\ (n*\ 

On Koveaber 7, 10G4, Bachtol contacted Bust la , 
concerning the plans for woleaning King back to the 
United States and Uachiel stated that he had spoken to -■ 
the White Hen:so end "the Eocncdy front ” rsgardirg this ' 
natter* Wachtel said that ho has 7<cui3 Hart in of the 
Democratic national Coiaa it tee "lined up*" Xt in WacktoI*6 \ 

h@ti^f tTin* ts*11 r.'snA ♦« 1?4n» ^Ifw. 
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Hachtel stated that he is uniting to hear frcca Senator Robert 
Kennedy in this matter as veil* if /^) 

-- Vachtel instructed Rustin to speak with Dr* Bunch© 
end toll hin that If the TO gave a lurch eon for King, it 
would bo better if held after dag*a return to the 
United States, but that the final decision is being left to 
the TO popple* Wachtol suggested that if the TO affair 
vub hold before Eisg , s departure for Eorua , °’- December 4- 
IDCi, would bo a good date because it is just after the* 
opening of the General Assembly at the TO and there will 
bo many prominent people there* Vachtel noted the possibility 
of Leonid X. Breshnev, Hirst Secretary, Connuaict Party of 
the Soviet Union and Ewans Kkruanh, President of Ghana, being 
at the UTT* Uachtol asked "Can yon imagine Brezhnev embraci ng 
Martin like Khrushchev did Castro?” Bust in replied in the 
affirmative* 
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Vachtel stated that no plans vill bo rrndo for a 
ticker tape parade for King until an answer is received 
from President Johnson* According to Uacktel, Louis Hurt in 
of the Democratic national Connittoe should be given 
something to do ’‘oven if it is just soiling tickets*” 

Bus tin mentioned the possible use of an armory and stated 
it would be necessary to contact Governor Kelson Rockefeller 
of How York Who is vacationing in Spain* Vachtel indicated 
that this could be done later by telephone since there will 
be additional ideas for the Governor f s participation* 
Summarising, Hachtol mentioned that Mayor Robert Wagner of 
Hew York City could have the ticker tape parade; U Thant, 
Secrotary General, TO, could hsve the dinner for King; and 
Governor Rockefeller could have the reception for King* 
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EE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR* 




■ On November 7, 1954, Rustin was in contact with ... 
King and mentioned that he Is beginning the draft of the. 
major speech which King is to deliver and that King can- - 

_ % _ *_J X. M_ «T___ t __ W ^ 

campiexe ix* . un noveuoer i, i?<n, ausuq mjlbu uuuiatteu 
Peggy Dull, 8 resident of London, England, who is Executive 
Director of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, • Rustln 
told her that King will be in London on December 6 and 7, 
and that Rustln wanted to know if Harold Wilson, Prime - 
Minister of England, would be prepared to receive King* ' 
Duff indicated that she would chock into this, Rustln 
said that it should not appear as though this was King’s 
idea and that It was preferred that Wilson announce that 


1964, 
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Duff as to whether there is a group of "peace-minded people" 
in London who would work to raise money for "our work in 
Mississippi," Duff replied in the affirmative and Rustln 
explained that the reason for raising funds is that "we" 
are some $2,000,000 "in the hole on the Mississippi - - * 

business" and that there are about 17 churches which have 
to be rebuilt, Rustln suggested that arrangements Blight 
be made to have the London Embassy of some African nation, v 

hn va a rgrgpMnn fnj ITi n o r pM lo Ha 4o thara m f (J^ l 

On November 9, 1964, Rustln told an associate 
that he was departing for London on November 11, 1964, for 
the purpose of clarifying a confusion which has developed 
surrounding King’s trip to Europe in December, 1964* xne r 
confusion arises from the fact that the Archbishop of 
Canterbury desires to receive King, but has been opposed 
by certain elements since King is a Baptist* Rustln also t. 
Indicated that while in London he Is going to determine dr / 
whether or not King will be able to meet with Prime Klnlst&V l J 

Mlfion. r 


Bayard Rustln is a frequent advisor to King and 


ah a mraer neawr ui vat) louug wextiiaist Leaguer, &Q urguuiZAtiCu 


which has been designated as subversive pursuant to Executive jjk/ 
Order 10450. „ . . ^ /A 1 


Barry Wachtel, also a frequent advisor to King, 
is the Executive Vice President of the Gandhi Society for 
Human Eights, a fund-raising adjunct of the Southern 
Christian Lea ders hip Conference, which Co nference Is 
by King. 
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FROM .. MR. Go C. MOORE, 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

CT: SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. G. C. Moore / 

1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
(Attention: Mr. 

Rozaaus) 

I - Mr. Gians i 

■ > 


Trott.r __ 

Tala. Boo. 

Holarao_ 

Gandy -_ 


// Pursuant to your request the following facts concerning 

v 7 / electronic surveillances on Martin Luther King Jr., and the 
' Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), and foraer 

Attorney General Raasey Clark's knowledge of these surveillances 
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A wiretap was installed at King's address in^Atlanta 


Georgia, on 1T/B763 and was discontinued 4/30/65 when he eove 


reinstltuted at his new address 




UgtHT;rU3B^ 


iTTT«^n » tiT JT. 


were instituted 


in Los Antreles 


and the Claridge Hote 


. These were discontinued wben King left 
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were installed at SCLC headau 


-1/24/64 and 7/15764-7/31/64 . The di g- 
was for lack of productivity: the dlscontlnuanc 


ecause the office aove 


l/6j> when foraer Attorn ey 
discontinued because of the involve- 
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tin g Attorney " 

e was confiraeJ bv the Senate on 3/3/6^ t and 
On 1/2/68 Cl ark's approval was requeste d 

in Atlanta, which authority he 


thority was denle 


mm 







ark in a aeaorandua to the Direct 


___ ___ . _ scussea the K ing w iretaps with 

Insist ant Attorney General Edwin L. Te l e hr * ■BoweVfePTTTeisl did not 
aentloa that Cltxkgjrgg aware of Telsl's inquiry concerning the King 

umm, s6 * ‘ •/ 
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None. Tor information. 
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UNITED STATES D 


TMENT OF JUSTICE 


Vft fu 


FEDERAL B 0 READ OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply* Pica** Refer to 

File JV«.100—106670 
100-3-116 


COlfT^Tr . WASBinCTOH T 

«.no' ■ - •. 


IS, D. C. 


ft —-' 7 "SUO.V* 

«32ET4II£K 


October 7, 1963 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 




COIiMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL MATTERS 


to) 

4 


* It Is further requested that authority be granted 

to place a technical surveillance on the SCLC office at the 
current New York address or to any other address to which 
It may be moved. * 



0$ 


Respectfully, 


APPROVED 


DATE 




- 5 . in. SY* 
r - ?CIM 11. 1-2 7 ^ 

"fiAXi OF nnTH f f/j L 1 _ 


beai*Jfcon CDS, Jfc 

pate of fwdefinUj 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE / 
FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




la JUffyt PUom 4 Rffer to 

FB* No. 100*106670 
100-3-116 
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iT _ WASHINGTON IS, D. C. 

Rrirs'^ r ”°" COBTAnjg • October 18, 1963 

JSLrrr^j ntrr—~ pk * / * >~ 

Wx^r nSSBo »> -■• . • 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN 
RACIAL MATTERS 


^4^ 

L ■ 




•** ♦a.*■** ' V* ’ * * - 




APPROVED 


DATE /»/W/4 3 


from GD 



Respectfully, 

rt ..U«w8 

Vonn EdgarVpoover 
M Director 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


^Memoranc^jj, 


TO 


FROM 


*S**v 


SUBJECT: 




ujta 

SjCrR 
- ♦ LU <5 
«tXGf 






Mr. w, 


G. C. 


TE 

0. Sullivan JlM'S 

' JUNK v 

Moore" " 


■*. * ’’■"V * 

— -... > jp 

1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoac 

1 - Mr. T. E. Bish 

_ „ 1 - Mr. W. C. Sulli 

IN ENVELOPE 

DATE: 6/21/69 




• C. D. Brennan 

(Attn: Mr.Rozamus) 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


- vr. 

- c. 

- J. 



E. Glass 
J. Dunn 


_^ 





received from Representa t ive H. R, Gross (R) 
of ^owa expressing concern overcontroversy~tnvoXvinR^teTephone 
surveillance on Martin Luther King, Jr. Gross requested 
additional facts regarding this surveillance and King's 
communist affiliations. Recommended that Gross be contacted 
by representative of Crime Records Division, thanked for his 
Interest and advised that due to various ramifications Involved 
in~ this matter, it is not believed appropriate to furnish him 
a iu requeued* ^ 

We have had cordial relations with Gross. In his 
letter. Gross stated he believed a more complete accounting 
King's activities is due the cltzens of this nation and wot/1 
most definitely be in the national interest. Gross requested: 
(1) that the Director confirm, in as much detail as possible, 
that the telephone surveillance on King was occasioned by U.S 
association with Communist Party members; (2) that the Director 
describe the occasion on which approval for the King telephone 
surveillance was requested and received. Gross asked if It was 
correct that a conference was held in this matter involving 
the Director, an aide, Mr. Kennedy, and Mr. Ka$zenbach; (3) that 
the Director furnish any facts deemed appropriate to demonstrate 
the extent to which King may have oaealx cd with members of the 
Communist Party. * 




Data regarding the approval of the King telephone, r 
surveillance by former Attorney General Robert Kennedy and If., 
general information regarding King's communist affiliations! J 
have already received widespread newspaper publicity. In view 
of the various ramifications Involved in the matter of King's 
telephone surveillance, it Is not believed additional Informatlo 


.U _..1 J /..Ml.k.il 

SUUU1U WTC lUllliDUCU vjiudd. 


B.1 


a# .4 ^4 a n. 1 
VA BUUA bAVU.A -- 


Ki 


K4* 


will certainly result In additional widespread publicity and 
prompt numerous Inquiries to us by members of Congress and FBI 


critics. 




JJD:.lh 

(8) r' 

100-106670 
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6 JUL 16 1969 


1---CONTINUED - OVER 

[copy Sent to m r. tolsonJ - _ See &re<> 
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Memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr* 


Rl: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

•V" 


A' 

RECOMMENDATION: 





II you appruvO| • w- -- 

Division will personally contact Gross, thank him for his 
interest, and advise hi* that due to various ramifications 
involved in the King telephone surveillance, it is not 
believed appropriate to furnish him an y additional d ata, 
wilt Co* 7 fitT GtoSs i r f\ pp£Tcr2“5 








re/2S/69 ADDENDUM BY MR TOLSON: 

I agree. I see no point in continuing this controversy. I think 
Mr. Bishop should dolivee th e 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT - r ">\2^ 

Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOPE |; r __ 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


to :Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
from : G. C. Moor 4V 


date: June 16, 1969 


JUNE 


Col I oh if 
Conraa - 

F.lt - 
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A. 


roMer _— 

Telt. Root 
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subject MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


Pursuant to the Director’s instructions, the facts 
concerning the telephone surveillance of the residence of the 
late Martin Luther King, Jr., are being furnished the President 
by the attached letter.~ - 

In view of the interest of the Vice President in urban 
affairs, it is felt this information would also be of interest 
to the Vice President and a letter to him is attached. The 
information in these letters has also been furnished the 
Attorney General. 


ACTIONS 




. That attached letters concerning the telephone/^y 
surveillance pn Martin Luther King, Jr. be furnished the 
President and the Vice President. This mail should be returned 

to Mr. DeLoach's office for delivery. rnWTMUtO 

- .. • iwcnRUtflON CONTRA 


Enclosures - 2 



100-106670 


1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. T. E. Bishop 
1 - Mr. J. H. Gale 
Attn: Mr. Devic 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 
Attn: Mr. Rozamus 
1 - Mr. Fatteraoo-^n 






TJD:fsh 

( 8 ) 




* P& 

I do ~[r>J£?<L 

” io JUN 241968 







ROUTE 


IN ENVELOPE 






uUJrxli 1 - Mr, Deloach ' 

1 • Mr. V. C. Sullivan 
1 • Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Gale (Attention: 
Jun« l*. 1969 Mr. Devic) 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
_ . IT LIAISOK 


The President 
The White Bouse 
Washington, D. C. 

Deer Mr. Presidents 


jmcE 


1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 

(Attention: Mr. Kozanus) 
1 * Mr. Patterson 
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r; vr 

S v> 
•ar wO° 
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The following facts are being furnished for 
pour information concerning the telephone-surveillance 
on the residence.of^ the lat e_Martln Luther King, J r.» 
authorised bp former Attorney General Robert r. Kennedy 
end Installed bp this Bureau. 

Onjuly I6,1963,an official of this Bures 
sav Mr. Kennedy et the latter v s request. On that 

occasion, Mr. Kennedy sold he v&s considering the—-* 

possibility of e telephone surveillance of King because 
of King's communist associations* Be was advised by 
the Bureau official that since King vas in travel statu! 
practically ell the tine* the productivity of such e / 
surveillance vat doubtful end Bs'Wes ashed to consider 
v the repercussions If it ever Wcene tcnovii that such a 
surveillance had been instituted on King. Mr. Kennedy 
Mid^he vas not concerned about possible repercussions 
^ e&d^hat he thought it advisable to have as complete 
,4 Coverage as possible la view of the possible coussunist 
C^tjdQyaneo la the racial situation. Be vas told that 

f vgPvelai^Dj^y' / t SEE NOTE PACE TWO 

«. 17 ‘ r ^ //TyO_//0/ L ~?f) - 
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SEE MOTE PAGE TWO 
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and an appropriate recommendation vould be submitted 
to hit* 

On July 25, 1963 f Mr* Kennedy changed hla 
mind concerning tils raquast and thought It ill-advised 
at that tlaa, but on Qctobar 7, 1963, a request for 
authority to plaea a telephone surveillance on King's 
residence m sent to Mr« Kennedy. On Octobar 10, 
1963* ha author load this surveillance, and a sur¬ 
veillance on any futura rasldanea of King* by hla 
written aignatura* 

This telephone surveillance was installod 
on Sovember •, 1963, and waa discontinued on April 30, 
1963. 

Thla information haa boon furnlshad tha 
Vice President and tha Attomay Canaral* 

' ^ >-V, uT.- , + l m ■**■"* ^ - 

. . Sincerely youra. 


’V 


-. 4 . 







HOTEl ^ • ~ i» . • 

1 .• .- V -r> v• >: *XkcZ*'":y [ S^ - •' -v^;f* •*' 5’?;.’>';»*«• ' ' '"‘...V, 

Saa Mooraodui G» C. Moor a to V* C. Sullivan, 
dated 6/16/69, captioned "Martin Luther King* Jr.* 
Security Matter * Co—uniat," prepared by TJD:fsh. 


\ h-jr • 




' Claaalflod "Top Secret" because of sensitive 
nature of the information contained therein, tha unauthorised 
disclosure of which could result In exceptionally grave 
damage to the national security. r : ^v^*' 

l ~£6j5a9M* v? •••••• 


: V J**i- •*:•%* y^' .v. *“* J'-' •*• ^^^Xv-•.'ISA. 
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ROUTS'IN ENVELOPE ’ 




2. 1 - Hr.%eLo*ch" ' * v '.V 
** 1 ~ Hr. V. C. Sullivan 
* : =*1 - Mr. Bishop 

1 - Mr. Gale (Attn: Mr. Devic) 

1 _ Mf fi, r Mrvrvn* 


Jun. 16. 1969 1 - **• C * ®* B ^ ennAn . 

- (Attn: Mr. Kozanus/ 

~ 1 - Mr. K. C. Patterson 

. •- ■■--• • '• •' ■ * ' '■« * ?•- • « :«■■»*•• - 

JUKE BT UAISOB 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED / N 
date^M&Mby ^QSNDN 
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HooorabU' Spifo^ Agaev 


:£§|St? Ob July 25, IMS. Mr. Kcwwdy <4w«rf hi* «lf^S..^i 
hii r*«uut end thought It lll-*4vlo*d at tt*t 
tSSi Vut co October T, DM, • raquaat for suthorlty to ■*%$[#§ 
•loco a tslsphono aurvalllanca on King** sasldanco vu •* nt . 
to Hr. Usodr, Qb October 10, 1S€3, he euthorleed thli ^ . 
aurvallUnco end e curve 1 Hence on any future reel dance _ 

of King by Me written .lgneture....^ ■ ... .^^^, 0 : 


Thle telephone eurrelllenoe «u Installed on 
fc wi b et t, 1905, end «u discontinued on April 30, 1965* 

The President end the Attorney Cenerel here 
el so been furnished this infocnetlea. 

-fc ' - b ' "^s . .. 




•inoerely yours. 


>*&&&: ^ ; , -• 


ROTE: 


Set MBorandm 6, C. Moors to Mr. C. D. DeLoach, 
dated 6/16/69, captioned ••Martin Luther King, Jr** Security ; > 
Matter - Coeanunlst, 9 * prepared by TJD:fsh. 


Matter - Coemunlst,** prepared by XJD:fsh. 
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. Classified ••Top Secret 9 * because of sensitive 
V W jr nature of the information contained therein^ the unauthorised 
r disclosure of which could result In exceptionally grave 
' damasa to the national aeeitTdtv. ’ ■ - ■ >v' %••* 
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Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOP 
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FROM : G. C. Moor 


SUBJECT MARTIN LUTHER KING r JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


niTt. A/IO/AO 

v/ W ✓ 


JUNE 
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Pursuant to your instructions, information is set 
forth below regarding discontinuance of the telephone surveil¬ 
lance on the Atlanta, Georgia, residence of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

The above-mentioned telephone surveillance was 
jdiscontinued on April 30, 1965, when King changed residences 
• in Atlanta. At that time matters of interest to us pertaining 
to King and his organization, the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), were being obtained through a telephone 
surveillance on the Atlanta headquarters of SCLC. This telephone 
surveillance on SCLC in Atlanta was in existence from November 8, 
1963, to Jdne 21. 1966 . when former Attorney General Nichol 
Kat zenbach ordered it discontinued beca use of the ^.nvolvenil 
oF 


c ar^ theft case. 

Attached is a copy of Atlanta airtel May 19, 19^5, 
showing the discontinuance of the telephone surveillance on 
King on Apjril 30, 1965 
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For information. 
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Transmit the following in 

.TSr- 

AIRTEL 


V - - FBI ' • • 

. . . Date: 5/19/65 

(Type in plaintezl or code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


from: 


- DIRECTOR ~TB7~(XDD-<R12529) 
SAC. ATLANTA (100-667G-E) 

is 

CIRM 


JUNK 



Re Bureau airtel 4/19/C5, which authorized survey 
relative to Tesur on new residence of .KARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. This survey was conducted with full security and 
results of same were furnished telephonically on 5/6/65 
to Assistant Director WILLIAM C. SULLIVAN. On the same 
date, Mr. SULLIVAN telephonically advised that the 
installation of this Tesur was not authorized at this 
time. 

Survey reflects that telephone service is 
ied to the KING residence cn two telephone .Hates. 


during the weeh of 4/12/65 moved his 
e from 563 Johnson Avenue io 234 Sunset Avenue 
and ord ers were issued for discontinuance of this leased 

is sho wn to „be discontinued aft er Apr il 
30. 19-- ~ ~~ - 


s' —v C c * & c S 

C J3 LU r c a u ( P.U) 

1- Atlanta 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


araOHM lOta MO. w 
«*t !•*> WtlOM 


(\ 


‘ J 


TO 


FROM 


Memorandum 

MR. TAVEL 

J. H. Gale 


JUNK 


DATE: 6/16/69 


SUBJECT: hxhxhj LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 
Bureau file 100-106670 


cc Mr. Gale 
Mr. DeLoach 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Tavel 



✓ 






Attached hereto is a copy of Former Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy's authorization to place a wire-tap 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Mr. Tolson has instructed that this copy be 
filed as an attachment to Serial 254, in file 100-106670 t JUNE, 
Serial 254 formerly had the original as an attachment; 
however, the original, pursuant to Mr. Tolson's instructions, 
is now to be retained by Miss Gandy. 


ACTION: 

That the Files It Communications Division file 
the attached copy in accordance with Mr. Tolson 1 s instructions. 
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. DeLcac:.^- 

lil. Gate v. _»■ 


DATE: 5/21/69 



SUBJECT: UK I TDD STATES V. CAS3|g| CLAY 

ELECTDCKXC SUAVE ILL-JpRT 




I._ our V21/SS note to the Director re vising of the 
recede received from tee Department to Lave 
available in tee Atlanta Cilice on 5/27/39 to review wi ty"^ 
Department AttdTfcey Llichael T. Dpstein the Partin LutherT rng 
case ana to prepare^ possible testimony for - the Cassius C±Ly 
hearing in Ecus ton., Terras, on 3/2/6S, the Director asked thqf / ^ 
question, "Just what is pending re King? 1 * 


There is nothing pending on King, However, since 
Cassius Clay had appealed his 1537 Selective Service conviction 
on grounds that his case was tainted by "illegal Government 
eavesdropping," the^Department had requested review of the 
Partin Luther King file since a conversation between Clay an<r^^ 
King was monitored on 9/4/64 in Atlanta, Georgia. 


The electronic surveillance established on King was 
requested and approval was received from the Attorney General.: 
King had a close association with Stanley David Levison, a 
concealed Communist Party member and the security purposes A. 
intended by electronic surveillance were to determine th#' 
extent of communist influence on King, the Southern Christa!^ 
Leadership Conference, and the racial situation in general. JI 

■ 4aas * \ c # 

The above submittea for information, u • wow 


The above submit - 


for information. §* 
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V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C D C ) 
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186 • * ' 


serial 3tL >$pulled from this file 

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis 
Smith, Jr., ';nd sent to National Archives. 
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. Memorandum mi 
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MR. TOLSON 


DATE: 5/17/68 


V\ 

/ I 

1 ^ 


Tolso* — 

DeLoech 




Cotirod _ 

Fall_ 

•Gal*_ 



FROM 


sr 


C# D. D^Loftcli 


SUBJECT: 


MARTIN LUTHEITKING 
(Previous request for *' \ 
electronic coverage 
by Robert F. Kennedy) 

LEAK OF INFORMATION BY DEPARTMENT 


cc Mr* DeLoach 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Gale 
Mr. Bishop 


T*©u*t_ 

T.l*. Rgofli 

Hots#* — A 





nTJUS) 


EjrWeisl, JrT^caae over to see me at 4:15 p.m., 5/17/68. 
Be asked be if the runor was true that was going around Washington 
|to the ?xfect that Bobby Kennedy had specifically asked the FBI 
Ito tap the telephone of Martin Luther King. I told Weisl I had not 
gieard this rumor. I asked him what prompted his question. He 
replied that he had heard about this several times and, as a matter 
pf fact, a statement had appeared in a recent newspaper article. 


' I reminded Weisl that Messrs. Gale, MeAndrews, and I had 
^[briefed bin regarding all activities pertaining to Bobby Kennedy's 
Vl requests for microphones and telephone taps during his tenure as 
vglAttorney General. I stated this briefing, as he should recall, 
j 'sj concerned the basis on which the Department pleaded Immunity in the 
& civil suit against our agents in Las Vegas, Nevada. 


W J ^ 

Weisl stated he remembered the briefing and, as a matter 
2Z3rv|of fact, this was when the information first came to his attention. 

■5: asked why be was now asking me this specific questioned 2 

replied because Drew Pearson had found out about this matter and 
Cc cAsJlP r obably would print it in order to embarrass Bobby Kennedy.§ 

SS: — tj I asked Weisl If he had discussed this matter with Drew o 

• «{JPeardqfe. He replied In the affirmative and stated his father, . 

IJ <tld Weisl. Sr*, had also discussed the setter with Pearfinn. Wnisl 


..it-. 


[Ed Weisl, Sr., had also discussed the matter with Pearson. Weisl 
tasked me if the FBI would have any objections to this matter being 
brought out before the public. I told him it appeared as if the 
matter had already been brought out before the public. I stated ^ 

he should keep several-things in mind, i.e., (1) regardless of how * 
such an article was written, a segment of the Negro population of the 
United States would still feel very harshly toward the FBI and 
(R) this would obviously cut off some of our sources Informations 


I Weisl rebutted this statement with the fact that Richard 

lHarwood of the Washington Post 'had already printed the fact that* 
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'the FBI had accumulated a number of tapes on King, as a result of 
the utilization of Microphones. Weisl stated that Pearson would 
obviously indicate that Bobby Kennedy had ordered the FBI to take 
this action. I told Weisl that, nevertheless, certain Negro groups 
would still blame the FBI, whether we were ordered to take such 
action or not. 

Weisl stated he would try to keep the above matter from 
being printed, if the FBI felt so strongly about it. I told him 
we held no brief for Kennedy, in view of the shoddy way in which 
he had treated the FBI; however, we did not want to be involved 
in any political maneuvers and action of this nature would most 
certainly concern politics. Weisl stated he would try to keep 
this from appearing. 

I Richard Harwood did include in his recent article on the 

Director a statement that the FBI had several tapes on Hartin Luther 
King, as a result of the utilization of microphones. This fact has 
also appeared in a number of other newspapers. Apparently Weisl 
has discussed this matter with Pearson-—Paarson desiring to print 
the facts in order to embarrass Kennedy. 

The record is quite clear, through the medium of memoranda 
written by former employee Courtney Evans, that Kennedy first 
requested electronic coverage; however, Evans succeeded in talking 
him out of it. Several months later Evans approached Kennedy and 
requested permission for suck coverage, at which time Kennedy approve* 
this coverage. While an expose of such facts could obviously hurt 
Kennedy, such action woulhd also harm the FBI from a public relations 
standpoint. We, therefore, should have no part in it and should 
discreetly discourage such action if brought to our attention. 

• ; 

A/mnVAl» 

Atnun • 

If such an article is printed by Pearson, we should 
follow a strict “no comment" policy. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


«»rw M W ▼ 4 jJ\I 1 mt.ll * _ 

Memorandurr^OVT^t IN ENVELOPS 

Mr. V. C. SulllT DATE: 5/1/68 


C. D, Brenn 


DATE: 5/1/68 


J U V I 


Tolaoe «_ 

D*Loocfc _ 

Mt_ 

Bi^o, - 

Co*p#' _— 
Call often a*. 
Co nut _ 

r.n_ 

C Ol9 _ 

Rc»*r - 

SmUitm _ 

T«v»i - 

Twflff __ 
T,l*. Rood 
Holm.* - 
Gandy- 


MARTIV LUTHER KING, JR, 


Am you recall, a blind memorandum was prepared 
at the request of Mr, DeLoach setting forth viretaps on King 
approved under written signature of former Attorney General 
Robert 7. Kennedy. Since the memorandum, which is dated 
April 9, 1968, was subsequently routed to the Director and 
other Bureau officials, it is being filed as an enclosure to 
this memorandum in order that it say be properly recorded in 
Bureau file. 


ACTION: 


None. For your information. 
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April 9, 19681*’ c ;: 




SSL#***'*' „„„ u™, IIK . 

Robert F. Kennedy, during the period be was Attorney 

1 General, not only approved recommendations for electronic - 

surveillances but be initially requested such coverage^.. These- 

are the facts: 




Former Assistant Director €. A. Evans by memorandum 
dated July 16, 1963, to former Assistant to the Director . 

A* H. Belmont reported that he, Evans, contacted Kennedy at 
his request on that date. Kennedy pointed out that in view of 
possibly communist Influence in racial matters, he desired 
telephone coverage of King* and Clarence Benjamin Jones f a 
Rev York attorney who had close association with King.- Evans 
pointed out to Kennedy that King was in constant travel status 
and it was, therefore, doubtful that a telephone surveillance 
at his office or home would be productive. Also Evans raised 
a question as to the repercussions if it should ever become 
known that such a surveillance had been put on King. Kennedy 
replied that this did not concern him in the least^ 

By memorandum dated July 25, 1963, from Evans to 
Belmont, Evans reported that Kennedy stated he was of the 
opinion that his request for telephone surveUsance on King 
had been ill-advised and that he was withdrawing his request. 


& * 



^ Memorandum of October 7, 1963, to the Attorney General 
from the Director requested a telephone surveillance on King 
iat his residence 563 Johnson Avenue, Hortheast, Atlanta, Georgia. 
jThls was approved under the written signature of Kennedy dated 
October 10, 1963. A telephone surveillance was Installed on 
Hovember 6, 1963, and discontinued on April 30, 1965. 

Memorandum dated October 18, 1963, to the Attorney 

11 An V^iwr at Yt4 ■ 


fiesiPftl rAnnpctid » t*1 aphofiA 


office, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 330 / 

Auburn Avenue^ Hortheast, Atlanta, Georgia. This was approved 
on the written signature of Kenne dy dated October 21, 1963. 
Telephone surveillance‘Nras^installed on October 21, 1963, 
and. discontinued on June 21, 1966. _ ».* ■' 






While Kennedy did personally sign two requests for 
telephone surveillances on King, he did not sign any microphone 
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on by Bureau officials (Tbs Director, Belmont , Salllm, k 
Baumgardner) acting under general authority relating to tho 
Attorney General. During 1964 microphone surveillance corerage 
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Honolulu, Hawaii; Los Angeles, California; 
Detroit, Michigan; San Francisco, California; and Savannah, 
Georgia. 


By memorandum dated March 4, 1964, from 7^ J. 

Baumgardner to Mr. W. C. Sullivan recommended and approved 
that Evans perso nally deli ver to the Attorney General a copy 
of a "Top Secret^JlpHHfer memorandum containing results of 
microphone *»r v< ! > i 1 l an ces of Sing and his associates while at 
the Willard Hotel In Washington, D. C., during January 5-7, l't/V* 
1964, and during February 18 - 25, 1964, while Kin* «« in P fv. 
Hono lulu . Hawaii, and Los Angeles. Cali 


V 


also contained King’s vilification of the late President and 
his wife. The memorandum was delivered by Evans on March 10, 1964. 


Memorandum from Evans to Belmont of September 11, 1964, 
reported that Eennedy before leaving office had instructed 
that the "Top Secret" memorandum submitted to him by the FBI 
be returned to the Bureau since he did not feel this material 
should go to the general Departmental files. Evans recommended 

thftf ♦ It* 4>An* a# th. a.f a 1 Ha THa 

»“»* VW^J w* t>uw AA»V. *A. w WVA ■>« V/ WH » * **W V.4 W VW. 

instructed that it was mot to be destroyed but kept in file 
with Evans 9 memorandum. The contents of the "Top Secret" . 
memorandum clearly indicate that the inf ormation came from a * 
microphone surveillance. 
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Uniteo states government 


Memorandum 




Mr. W. C. Sulllvai 


-,^\v 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan 


Tolaon — 

D*Looch 

Mohr _ 

Bishop_ 

CatfXi _ 
Callahan 
Con tod _ 

|r»u — 

Sal* — U 


DATE: April 18, 1968 


FROM : 

or mi n L j_p 

SL^ECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY HATTER - COMMUNIST 


' JUNK 
«S. A BI T . BY 0Y-. 


. Rozasus 
. Hidgeway 


Tel. Boon 
liolnoi __ 

Goody _- 




This is to advise you of past electronic surveillances 
that we had installed for the purpose of securing intelligence data 
concerning the late Martin Luther King, Jr., forser President of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). 



& * 


:? Installed 


S 11/8/63 


Discontinued Type 
4/30/65 Wiretap 


Location 


- 1/5/64 
c5 1/27/64 


Microphone 

Microphone 


2/18/64 2/20/64 


Microphone 


>^2/20/64 

V ) 

j2/22/64 


2/21/64 


Microphone 


2/24/64 


j3/19/64 3/20/64 


>4/23/64 

i 


O — - 


14/24/64 

Jk 

7/7/64 


\ 100-106670 

RLR :sss 
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730/65 Wiretap 563 Johnson Avenue, K.E., I 

Atlanta, Georgia I 

1/8/64 Microphone Willard Hotel, Washington, Di< 

1/27/64 Microphone Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, J 

Wisconsin 1 

1/20/64 Microphone Hilton Hawaiian Village, I 

Honolulu, Hawaii Jj 

i/21/64 Microphone Asbassador Hotel, Los Angelas 

California I > 

1/24/64 Microphone]ic Hyatt House Motel, VA, 

Los Angeles, California I 

/20/64 Microphone Statler Hotel, Detroit, J 

REC 8Michigan / oO ~/ 

724/64 Microphone Senator , T 

California / 

726/64 Wiretap Hyatt Hoggeftf4p%$LjgggiOS Angeflet 

r California / 

79/64 W^ryag^ Hyatt Homuejtajfel ss Angtflet 

oi Dec .. cojniiimD \ovm V\i J 

(sy*y spec ' . _/ 


4/24/64 


4/26/64 


7/9/64 


SPEC, ivr 
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Memorandum 

C. D. Brennan 

to Mr. W. C 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
100*106670 

JR, 

; Ij 

Installed 

Discontinued 

Type 

7/7/64 

7/9/64 

Microphone 

8/14/64 

9/8/64 

Wiretap 

8/22/64 

8/27/64 

Wiretap 

9/28/64 

10/2/64 

Microphone 

1/8/65 

1/11/65 

Microphone 

1/28/65 

1/31/65 

Microphone 

3/29/65 

3/31/65 

Microphone 

5/12/65 

5/13/65 

Microphone 

10/14/65 

10/15/65 

Microphone 

10/28/65 

10/30/65 

Microphone 

11/29/65 

11/30/65 

Microphone 


lulllvu^ 


i i ial. 

Location 


Hyatt House Motel, Los Angelas, 
California 

125 East 72nd Street, 

Hew York, New York 
Claridge Hotel, Atlantic Cit; 
Hew Jersey 

Manger Hotel, Savannah, Georgia 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 

Hew York, Hew York 
Americana Hotel, 

Hew York, Hew York 
Park Sheraton Hotel, 

Hew York, Hew York 
Sheraton Atlantic Hotel, 

Hew York, Hew York 
Astor Hotel, 

Hew York, Hew York 
Hew York Hilton Hotel, 

Hew York, Hew York 
Americana Hotel, 

Hew York, New York 




In addition to the above coverage of King, the following 
coverage was afforded the SCLC. 


Installed Discontinued Type 


Location 


New York Office 
Atlanta Headquarters 
Hew York Office 


10/24/63 1/24/64 Wiretap 

11/8/63 6/21/66 Wiretap 

7/13/64 7/31/64 Wiretap 

All of the above wiretap surveillances were authorized I 
under the signature of the then Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy! 
who on 10/10/63 authorized the coverage of King's residence and anil 

. ^ U-_ M _i._—_1 J_— A—. _V 1 .L 1_ __ _ _ -1 U-_ V„»l. 

uiuor imure kuutvhb to vuxuu no May iuve f auu me n«w xui& uxnoc 

SCLC. He also authorized wiretap coverage of King and the Atlanta 
headquarters of SCLC on 10/21/63. These authorizations were give 
during the administration of President John F. Kennedy. 

( Attorney General Kennedy did not sign any microphone 
surveillance requests. Microphone surveillances were authorized 
Bureau officials acting on general authority relating to the 
Attorney General. 


action: 
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Hone. For information. 
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'Memorandum ^ 

,*Ay — 

Hr. W*C. Sullivan Ar * date: December 19, 


OPE 


JUKI 


Hr, Hj* C. Sullivan 


\ ttvou : C. D. Brennan 


<&k- 


SUSPECT: 


MARTIK LUTHER KING, JR, 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


date: December 19, 196 

1 - Hr. DeLoach 
1 - Hr. Wick 
1 - Hr. Sullivan 
1 - Hr. C. D. Brennan 
1 — Hr. Ros&sus 
1 - Mr. D. M. Veil* 


C oep er — 
CjUafca* 
CoBtod — 
F.lu- 


( - 

Tel*. Hoorn 



By memorandum dated 12/15/66 von were advised of 
the microphone and wire tap coverage we had afforded Martin 
Luther King, Jr. f President, Southern Christian Leadership " 
Conference. The Director wrote "When?** concerning the three 
times Attorney General Nicholas deB. Katzenbach was advised 


of the microphone installations and that trespass was 

involved. Also the Director wrote "When?" concerning 


involved. Also the Director wrote "When?" concerning the 
nq microphone coverage of King furnished Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy, perusal of which would indicate that a 
75 microphone was the source of this information. 



Attorney General Katzenbach was advised on the 
dates indicated by memorandum, that trespass was Involved 
In the following microphone installations: 


Installed Discontinued 


Location 


Attorney General 
Advised 


5/12/65 


5/13/65 


Sheraton Atlantic 
motel 

New York, New Tork 


5/17/65 


10/14/65 


10/15/65 


Astor Hotel 

New Tork. New Tork 


10/19/65 


11/29/65 


11/30/65 


Americana Hotel 
New Tork, New Tork 


12/1/65 
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an eight page "Top Secret" memorandum HuitKeC*ted 
Marc h 4 T 1 9 64 . This memora ndum is a summary o^Hcr ophone 
Coverage afforded King^BB^^HflHH^IHHH^B^ 1 ® the o 
Willard Hotel, Washington, D. c^Hilton Hawaiian Village, _ 
Honolulu, Hawaii; Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles, California, 

I and the Hyatt House Hotel, Los Angeles, California. The { 

I Wording of the memorandum Is couched in such a-manner that It 
is obvious that a microphone was (the source. 1 ‘Also furnished 

— * ’ . m . _ ^ ^ * 
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n- Beaorandua dated 9/11/64 former Assi»tent 

rororded the return of tne . . 

Director Courtney A. Attorney ^ 7 C^) 

■eeoranda concerning destruction^©* 

sidles* s^^^pps^grir. 

fetroyeT^tar^ f .^E!^- ^F§u i8t«LDces '~ln accordance 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT SEffr&L 

Memorandum e^gh^CT : ^s: 

■r. *. C. Sullivan xj* / date December 15, 196 

/it .. , JO MS J.T. 

C. D. Brennan JJ 


Hr. V. C. Sullivan \> 


Casper — 
CailiWlar 
Conrad — 


JUNE 


C. D. Brennan 


subject MARTIN LUTHER RING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C.D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. Rozamus 
1 - Mr. D.M. Wells 


pPbllivoffr -Jd 

Tdvel- 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Moo® 
Holme* y 
Gandy 


, This Is to advise you of the nlcrophone and vlre tap 

\ coverage that we have afforded Martin Luther King, Jr., President 
'J Southern Christian Leadership Conference. T 1 f 


wL| As you are aware King has been in close association with 

k Q h~l individuals having Communist Party backgrounds since his rise to 
Tj prominence in the civil rights field. /Among such individuals 

C ' f 4a K4a vw»4rd aHul e nr* .QtanlT^ vIbaii a Inna_f4«e 


I ?;!!is his principi advisor Stanley Levison, a long-time secret 
? si j communist whose nenbership in the Communist Party, USA, has been 
<4^; established as late as July, 1963^} Clarence Jones, another close 
| advisor to King, was a former member and in a position of leadershi] 
; in the Labor Youth League^ a communist front organization. Bayard 
Rust in, another of King , s close 
^ j [Communist League in the early 1940*8 

On October 10, 1963, Attorn ey General R obert 
Q ; approved technical" surveillances on King^s current residence ox 

at any“further address to which he may moypj He als o approved the 
! technical surveillance' OT~the Southern Christian Leaderships ft 
' Conference New York*Cify Office'or any other address to which it V/ 
! may be'moved. ~~ 


A wire tap was installed on Klng*s residence, 563 Johnson 
Avenue, Northeast, Atlanta, Georgia, on November 8, 1963, and 
discontinued on April 30, 1965, when King moved from this address.I 
was not reinstltuted on his new residence. VA.f 


From October 24, 1963, to January 24, 1964, and from 
II July 7, 1964, to July 31, 1964, a wire tap was maintained on the 
//Southern Christian Leadership Conference New York City Office. 

I In,addition, on October 21, 1963, Attorney GeneralJCennedy auth orial 
! Jtip on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. i 

[j HesOguarteri at Atlanta, Georgia,. which was maintained f rom. r>A 

; November. 1963 J to June 21, 1966, when Attorney General-JItehola^^ 

1 ' delA. Kateenbach ordered it discontinued since he thought it iu|| 


V 


?| baprejudicial to the possible prosecution of Rosea WiXlXiSF^i 
Southern £br 1stian Leadership Conference pfficlal/under .Intersti 
Transportation of Stolen Motor Vehicles Statutes. nOQi 


JI 100-10667/ 
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Meaorandu. to Mr. *. C. SoilIran 
IX: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 





11 


/i 


■ addition to the foregoing we maintained 16 

I ■icrophonegand 4 wire taps of__a few days duration at various 
I 5?® teiqporary residence. These were installed 

l^^Wse th ® possibility of a meet log between King and his 
\comaunist advisors. The 4 wire taps were installed under the 
original authority given by the Attorney - General on 10/10/63 
concerning King v s residences. k 

Attorney General Katsenbach was specifically 
notified of three of these microphone installations. Jo.each 
of these three instances the Attorney General was advised I I 
that a trespass was involved In the installation, UL 

In addition, concerning microphone coverage of i 
King, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy was furnished the 
pertinent Information obtained, perusal of which would Indicate 
that a microphone was the source of this information. 


ArTTrm, 

nv a x vii 4 


None. For information. 
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INFORMATIVE NOTE 

„ 12/17/68 

Oat* ______ 

Attached conversation between 
Stanley Levlson and Chauncey 
Eskridge relates to possibility of 
? le £i ronlc •urveillance coverage 
by FBI of Martin Luther King. A 
Levlson is long~time secret ^ 
communist and Eskridge is a Chi&g< 
attorney; both are King advisors. 

We did maintain telephone tao 
coverage of King from Hbvember.lL 
1963.until 

JH:cec >«uni ' 


■V (• Clarified by jp0^b_~ 

( s F^mW/froni GD^Cgie 
f^Vitc^n^ecla ssif 
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Trass nit tbs following in 
AIRTEL 


SEcbp _ 


F B I 


Date: 12/16/66 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 



Ur. Trotter __ 
Tele. Room _ 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gaudy _ 


FROM: SAC, MEW YORK (100-136585) , A 

o 5,(0 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ^ 

- 6 M G- rCcufliTy QAif 3 7 - 

(- 00 -t—A T)- 

O FF'tC qp p T^.P aJ77t r ? 

Re telephone conversation. 12/E/66. between 
SAC DONALD E. RONEY of NY and Inspector JOSEPH SIZOO. ^ 
of the Bureau concerning conference of STANLEY LEVISOnM 
and ^HAUNCEY(ESKRIDGIJ, 

X> 0 n 12/16/66 a source close to 

STANLpA^XEVISON, advised that information had 5 ,/ 

come to his attention which disclosed that LEVISON 
and CHAUNCEY (CHAUNCE¥)(TSK RIDGE, Chicago attorney arttT 
adviser to KING)« were in contact on that date. Acceding 
to the information received by the source, their contact 
was ^in regard to the current controversy over havesdroppi 
Their comments were as follows: 

LEVI SON: "This T is tsom£ thing ve hnVe Tlcnown 
about for years. We never knew who it was and chances^^ 
are it was not just one but several. Surely the locales 
community used to do it, but anytime he (KING) talked*P 
on the phone he knew he had visitors." x 



.CHAUNCEY: "That*s the first time that it ^everjl 
came out knowledgeable that the FBI was doing this.^ K 

Bureau (RM) ttfr * iDO ~ ji, ^ // 

1 - New York ' 4 

^ 1 DEC 23B68 


























LEVISOK: "Oh yea. That's right. Although 
actually it was communicated to him (KING)". ' 


CHAUNCEY: "We knew it but the public didn't know it.|^ 


LEVISON: "The public didn't know it/ 


CHAUNCEY: "Except that Hoover (Director Hoover 
of the FBI) called that press conference after that little 
flap about him. Then Hoover disclosed to newsmen in an 
off the record meeting of news women. Remember he had 
the conference with the news women." W 


LEVISON: "That is right, 
say that time to the news women?" 


Yea. What did he 


a 


CHAUNCEY: "It was stated in the press that it 

was off the record, but that he told things about ML (KING) 
that they allegedly didn't know before. We never knew what 
he said, but the fact that he did communicate to news women 
this information is how Reston knew about it," 


* 


LEVISON: "It's always been well known that they 

have secret files on everybody from the President down, 
and this the press has talked about. As a matter offeet, 
it came up at that time because they said what's going J 
to happen to those confidential files when Hoover resigns i 
or dies. Who gets them? And of course everyone in 
Washington is nervous about that." 




CHAUNCEY: "I don't blame them." 


LEVISON: "This sort of thing you see, has a funny 
kind of quality to it. People are nervous—on the otherhand, 
the fella who has them can't use them because then 
he's in trouble. So it's a kind of equilibrium, 
that gets established. One of,those funny stones I ^ r&ft 

S ember from years ago was the racketeer Dutch Shhultz t 
of the big operators in this^area. He knew his phone 
always tapped. And he never entered a phone 
versation without saying, •! hope your ears fall off 
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Special Agent in Charge Roney, New York Office \ chiled 
on 1/20/66 and advised that Martin Lather King, Jr., and sons 
of his associates have a reservation at the Anerlcana Hotel, 

..t.. T /41 /CC » n.. kl« 

W5AUUXU5 a/ .a/ ww AWj^ »|/pi VAAH H.P AJ i vm nxuft miu UAB 

party will have Moons 3435^3437. Trhe New York Office has / 
available Roon 333S fron which it advises it can Maintain a —J 
Microphone surveillance on King with full security assured h- 
and without the use of anv wiring. UL V 


OlT 


Ve have had prior infomatlon that King planned, to neet 
with none of his advisors with connunlst backgrounds, such as . 
Harry Wachtel and Clarence Jones this week in New York City.Wy 
pi«t conferences with such advisors have shows the ewnmBii t vl l 
Influence exerted by then upon King relative t o the raci al 
situation u well u the Tlet PW 2Z 

New York Office requested authority MS da£tf6the^ * 
Microphone surveillance Installation the night of l/2G«|l/po, 

Me be activated 1/21/66 witlD^l^«ecuritr-K»hur^«-Mt- also 
requested authority for exp&aiture of up to $35 per day forli 

t.h* Mwltarlncr mm. 


i 


the Monitoring roon. 

'Actiow: r 

l /U A. 


*r> 0 —- 




^ * /VLi 4 ^* LXl ^ 1 

V* On New YhSt’s assurance that full security was 

available and since 1 tine was of the essence. New York was 
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to Make the necessary expenditure for the nonit or lag roo» t 
Attached for aooroval Is a nenorandun to the^Attorney Genei 


Attached for approval is a Me nor an dun to theAttorney General 
advising hln that this Microphone surveillance will be activated 
1/21/66 and will be Immediately discontinued ^upon King’s 
arturfe on or*about 1/25/6 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


M* &*ph* Plm*e Rrfw M 

I:. (IS) 100-106670 


WASBINCTON.O.C. 10535 


January 21, 1966 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


MS: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 



This Bureau*a investigation of communist 
influence in racial natters has developed considerable 
information indicating the Influence upon Martin Luther 
King, Jr., he&dof the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, by individuals with subversive backgrounds such 
as Stanley David Levison, Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin and 
others* From time\to time. King meets with these Individuals 
and coverage of these meetings by this Bureau results In the 
obtaining of evldence\of the Influences upon King as veil as 
information concerning the tactics and plans of King and his 
organisation in the civil rights movement. The coverage of . 
these meetings also has developed information concerning 
King’s involvement In the Vietnam situation. These meetingpTb I I 
frequently take place in hotel rooms in New York City. ^ \ ^ 

: \ > 

On January 20, 1966, information was received that 
King plans to arrive in New York City on January 21, 1966, and 
will stay at the Americana Hotels 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, 

New York City, from January 21, 1£66, until approximately 
January 25, 1966. We also had information that King planned 
to meet with his advisors this week in New York City. 

Because of the Importance of the meeting and the urgency of 
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected 
January 21, 1966, on King in Rooms 34^5 - 3437, Americana t* 
Hotel, New York City. This surveillance Involved trespass.*^ 

It will be immediately/discontinued ppop his departure. 


Very truly yo 


ftfimp t S, 

DateoIIkcU^f 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


■tXr:. 
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the non-FBI people who may from 
time to time necessarily be Involved 
-s In some aspect of Installation-* 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




tm Reply* Ptmue Refer to 

BfcAv (IS) 100-106670 


WASHllf CTOR, D.'C. 20 S 95 

December l f 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 


RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


"Jur\JE 


V -N>> ; 



S • T- , ^ • 

Vv s ^ 



This Bureau 9 * Investigation of the communist 
influence in racial matters has developed considerable infor¬ 
mation indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr., 
head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by 
individuals with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David 
Levison, Harry Vachtel, Bayard Rustingand others. From time 
to time. King meets with these Individuals and coverage of 
these meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of 
evidence of the Influences upon King as well as information _ 
concerning the tactics and plans of King and his organization £ g > e ~ 
in the civil rights movement. The coverage of these meetings « 3 ^ 3 
also has developed information concerning King 9 s involvement^ 
in the Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently tak< 
place in hotel rooms in New York City. 



On November 29, 1965, information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of November 29, 1965, at the 
Americana Hotel, 52nd Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. 

Ve also had information that King planned to meet with his 
advisors while in Mew York Citft November 29-30, 1965. 

Because of the importance of the meeting and the urgency of 
the situation, a microphone surveillance was effected November 29, 
1965, on King in Rooms 3609-3611, Americana Hotel, New York City. 
This surveillance/involved trespass/and was discontinued on jj 
~ 30, 19657 ^ 


Respectfully, 
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AftmoraiMftonBOUTd IN ENVELOPE 


JUKI 


to > : r. Sullivam 

>>' 

from *•: F. J* Baumgardner 

* 4* 

__ u 

subject t MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY HATTER - COMMUNIST 


DATE: 11/29/65 



ftoaer, 

Siiiivar 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
- Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. Donohue 
1 - Mr. Phillip* x 

Z> 


r> 


Special Agent in Chargefeoney^ New York Office, 

jad advic 



called this morning (11/29/65) and advised that Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and some of his associates have a reservation at 

the Americana Hotel in Few York City, arrival about 2 p.m., 

A.j sii/oa/ec;\ t*t\& win nrnhtthiv «t*iv onlv one nieht as 

vuu»j v>*-x/ w ****** ■**- r--—* -.-* , . 

he is to be in Washington, D. C., 11/30/65. King and his 
party will have Rooms 3609 - 3611. The New York Office has 
available Room 3509 from which it advises it can maintain a 
microphone surveillance on King, with full security assured XX, 
and without the use of any wiring. 




We have had prior information that King will meet 
with some of his advisors with communist backgrounds, such 

tnla* Tx«4aA«i . W»prv T a f* h tp IS These conferences _ _ . 

with his advisors have shown the communist influence upon **-^7 (j j 
King relative to the racial situation as well as the Vietnam ^ ^ 
situation. 


A 



^ The New York Office requested authority to make the 

mierophone surveillance installation immediately with full M. ^ 
security assured and also requested authority for expenditure of 
up to 635 per dap tor the .oni^rin^roo.. ^ ^ ?p , z , $ 

ACTIOS: . wft-fSVTS —— —— — IV 



On New York*® assurance tha16 fdll hhcurity was 
available and since time was of the essence, New York was told 
to go ahead with the installation as fanned and was also 
authorized the necessary expenditure for the monitoring room. 
Inasmuch as the installation will be made today (11/29/65) and 
deactivated immediately upon King’s departure, probably 11/20/65, 
«ill promptly submit a memorandum to the Attorney General 
advising^when the installation was made and^when it was taken 
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Serial pulled from this file under court order of 

U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.) 
CIVIL aCTlON NUMBER 76-1186 


Serial JOb 1 ! pulled from this'file under court order of 
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to 
National Archives. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I 36585 ) 

MARTIN LUTHER^KINO, JR. 
SM-C 




JUNE 


Re Bureau telephone call dated 10/28/65, 
authorizing misur coverage of KING at the New York Hilton Hotel, 
10/28/65. 

On 10/28/65, at 2:30 p.m., misur coverage was 
effected on rooira 2307-2308, KING'S rooms at the NY Hilton 

H ° tel * U*Jt>7(p) 


The <»miY»r*o 

♦ M W V V J | 


2206. On IO/ 3 O/ 65 , at 


L c •<!()# 


f.r^i rt 4 ^ ^ M _ —. —^ _ 

viaG iuwiu uui cu u um ruya 

.- the source was discontinued. 
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Mr. Su 




DATE: 


10/29/65 


P. J - Rtt iinig arrfnpr^* 
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O 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


X * iff # Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Donohue 
1 - Mr. Phillips 


DvLooch 

Casper_ 

Callahan 
Coo rod _ 

Felt_ 

Gale_ 

Rosen _ 

So 111 van - 
Tavel 
Trotter. 

Re 
Koines 
Gandy - 


At 11 


*1(C) 


I 

J 


I too k a telephone call 

from the New Office 

who advised that they had just obtained information that 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was to arrive in New York City at 
12:49 p.a, that date (10/28/65)an^tha^he was planning on 
staying at the Hilt on Hote l, flHHHHB^&id that they 
were in a position~t<T install, with full security assured, 

ms 4 /> T* K A n A i iWTrn4 1 1 oe/>A / n* 4 nta «• \ ^ a a W 4 ww t M *• 4 

"* v * V JK“ VU ^ OUi, t vxxxiku^u \M113U1; tu VdUV?i O MWtiVllira 

because of the communis^^in^^jences frequently revealed 
concerning King. BHHBFrequested authority for the 
Installation and expenditure of $3 0 per day for t he rental 
of a ro om for monitoring purposes. BitRsaid that 

i 

essence, i gave 
assurance of fu 

lco:< g. iyp ; 

The New York Office telephonic&lly~advised"today 1 7 (z\ 
(10/29/65) that the misur had been installed to cover King's /wi 
room at the Hilton Hotel but that to date no unusu al >ri/ 

i^tellig^uce had been forthcoming nor was there ~ahy indication 

4>tlAf V. AMA MAitU Uj. YA ~ — J A. _ At. . »Y_IT_t_ A.. J_^.t. . O. 

«tu«v mcio wuuxu uu• n appciucu ig tuo rov turn uiii.ce umi 

King's stay in New York City was for the purpose of meeting 
a speech commitment in Westchester County the night of 10/29/65. 
New York advised that the misur would be discontinued immediately 
upon King's departure. * . . ^ K (\| 

RECOMMENDATION : 1 

In view of the apparent lack of intelligence 
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that no further action be taken. T^is * or 7 OUT informat 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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(IS) 100-106670 . 

October 19, 1965 

0 / 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 





RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 


This Bureau's investigation of the communist influ¬ 


ence in racial matters has developed considerable Information 
indicating the influence upon Martin Luther King, Jr., head 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, by individuals 
with subversive backgrounds such as Stanley David LevIson, 
Harry Wachtel, Bayard Rustin and others. From time to time, 
King meets with these individuals and coverage of these 
meetings by this Bureau results in the obtaining of evidence 
of the influences upon King as well as information concerning 
the tactics and plans of King add his organization in the 
civil rights movement. The coverage of these meetings also 
has developed information concerning King's involvement in 
Vietnam situation. These meetings frequently take place in 
hotel rooms in New York City. 


> 

the/ N 


On October 14, 1965, Information was obtained that 
King was to spend the night of October 14, 1965, at the 
Astor Hotel in New York City. We also had Information that 
King planned to meet with his advisors while in New York City, 
October 14-15, 1965. Because of the importance of the meeting 
and the urgency of the situation, a microphone surveillance 
was effected October 14, 1965, on King in Room 345, Astor Hotel,#I 
44th Street and Broadway Avenue,. New York City. This surveil- aJ* 
lance involved trespass and was discontinued on October 15, 1965. 

Respectfully, 



« J,' 

\Mha Edgskr Hoover iA.A,^s 
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This Boreas** investigation of tte communist Influx v . > 
tf« >f is racial matter* tea developed considerable informatics v ^ J 
Jodie at lag the influence epos Martin tetter dug, Jr.» tend 
ef the Southern Christian Leadership Conference*^ individual* 
aith subversive background* such as Stanley Par id Lev Ison, 

Marry Vtchtel, Bayard Bust la and e there. From tine to time, 

/ting meets vith these Individuals and coverage ef these 
Meeting* by this Bureau results In the obtaining ef evidence 
if the influences upon King ee veil es information concerning 
tee tactics and plane ef King and hi* organisation in the 
-civil rights m o v e m e nt. The coverage ef these meetings else 

g developed information concer n ing King** involvement in tte \ 
nan situation* these meetings f repeat It take place ittAfvi ) 
1 rooms In *«* York City. ^ ^ ^ 

On October 14, 1905, information *as obtained that 
was to spend tte might ef October 14, 1903, at the. 
jester Motel in Me* York City. Ye also ted information that 
:King planned to meet with his .advisors vhtle Is let York City, 

2 October 144ft, I960. Metises of tte importance ef tte Meting . 
and tte urgency of the sltsatles, a microphone surveillance vJL 
van effected October 14, 1900, em King in Mens 945,"Aster Motel, > 
44th Street and Broadway Avenue, lev York City. This survell- 
llanos involved trespass gmd vas discos tin ned o n October 15, 1905. 
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This memorandum Is classified "Secret" sines It 
(OQCfruf a AicropboD# surrtillAACAf uiumthorised dltclosuri 
Of Which could result In serious damage to the Bursen’s tl 
security coverage to the detriment ml national security.^ 


Bemor endue from V.C* Sul liven to Mr. Belmont 
10/14/65 reported the telephonic revest of the Hew York Office 
10/14/65 for authority to sake installation of the microphone 
surveillance. Ia view of the urgency of the situation and on 


Be* York’s assurance of full security, they were Instructed to 





k alrtol 10/15/65 report 
was installed in Boom 345 
discontinued 1 p.m*, 10/15 
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Date: 10/15/65 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-I 36585 ) 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER (UNO 
SM-C 




JUNE 


b(*-) b 7(D 

a mlsur y 


On 10/14/65» at 6:00 p.n. a mlsur / 

Installed room 345* Astor Hotel, Times Square, NYC, registered 
to subject. Informant monitored room 443, Astor Hotel. 

On'10/15/65 j at 1 : 00 p.m., informant discontinued. 

Security assured. 
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C. Sullivu 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 


DATE: 10/14/65 

Belmont 
Sullivan 
Baumgardner 
Donohue 
Phillips 

JUNE 





The New York Office called me this afternoon 
(10/14/65) and advised that Martin Luther King, Jr., h 
reservation for tonight at the Astor Hotel in New York City. 

He is to be in Room 445. The New York Office has available 
Room 435 from which it advises it can maintain, with 
security assured, a microphone surveillance on King 

King has recently been conferring with his advisors 
witji ^communistbackgrounds,such as/"Stanley David Levlson and 
Harry Wachte\*7on his visits to New York City. We have specific 
Information that he plans to seeDfacbtel/on this visit. His 
conferences with these advisors have shown the communist 
influence upon King relative to racial matters as well as 
Vietnam situation. 

i*. 

The New York Office requested authority to make if 
the microphone Installation immediately with full security^* 
assured. 

ACTION : 

*-> On New York's assurance that full security was 

available and since time was of essence, I told New York 
te go ahead with the installation as planned. I also *ll 
authorized the necessary expenditure for the room f oyj *4/ 
monitoring purposes, ff.G-. tretoref. 

100-106670 .-g^i £ / 

1 - Mr. M. F. Row (Room 6221 IB) ^ " 
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